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The Riches of Christ. 


HE Apostle Paul, in refer- 

ence to the great commis- 
sion which he had received from 
his Lord, as a teacher of divine 
truth, observes, ‘** Unto me, who 
am less than the least of all saints, 
is this grace given, that I should 
preach among the Gentiles the 
unsearchable viches of Christ.” 
In his journeyings among the 


Gentiles, he did not carry the rich- | 
possessions or | 


es of temporary 
worldly grandeur, but the treasures 
of that spiritual lite, procured by 
Christ Jesus, to be given to the 
world. These are treasures of 
godliness, treasures which are du- 
rable and eternal. 

I shall attempt to point out 
some things which are included in 
what is called the riches of Christ : 
and then show how justly they 
are denominated riches. 

The riches of Christ, as con- 
templated by the Apostle Paul, 
are, evidently, those truths which 
he has inculcated, 
saivation of men. The truths in- 
culcated by Christ Jesus include 
those which regard his own or 
acter, as well as the various pr 
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respecting the | 





cepts he has given in his gospel. 
No part of his testimonies are giv- 
en with greater energy than those 
which respect his mediatorial 
character, and on this are built the 
provisions and promises of salva- 
tion. In showing what are the 
truths of Christ, which are called 
his riches, it is proper, therefore, 
in the first place, to take notice of 
the character of the mediator. 
The character and work of Christ 
constituted, at all times, the pri- 
mary subject of the public instruc- 
tions of the Apostle Paul. He 
says to the Corinthians, “* The 
Jews mqeere a sign, and the 
Grecks seek after wisdom: But 
we preach Christ crucified, unto 
the Jews a stumbling block, and 
unto the Greeks ‘foolishingse 

Notwithstanding all the unpleas- 
ant remarks which were made 
concerning him ; notwithstanding 
all the solicitations which he re- 
ceived, and all the reproaches 
cast upon him, he steadily resist- 
ed every temptation, that he 
might preach the plain and simple 
truths of Christ crucified for sin. 
Great indeed must have been his 
i np somes to make a display of 
‘his superior learning, when called 


Xx 





a Se 





Ee oe 





en 


ak 
al ty-4 


upon for this purpose by the en- 
lightened Greeks, but he firmly 
resisted every inducement for the 
sake of the simplicity that is in 
Christ. ‘*‘ And my speech and 
my preaching was not with enti- 
cing words of man’s wisdom, but 
in demonstration of the spirit and 
of power.” ‘The great truth con- 
cerning Christ, which he ever had 
primarily in view, was his incar- 
nation ; the mysterious and glo- 
rious union of the divine and hu- 
man natures. ** And, without con- 
troversy, great is the mystery of 
godliness ; God was manifest in 
the flesh, justified in the spirit, 
seen of angels, preached unto the 
Gentiles, believed on in the world, 
received up into glory.” This 
great mystery, that God was mani- 
jest in the flesh, was the leading 
truth in all his pubiic ministra- 
tions, on which he chiefly insist- 
ed, as the foundation of all his 
other instructions. ‘This was the 
great mystery of godliness ; in 
other words, the essence of that 
holy design by which God was 
reconcileable to men. ‘The un- 
ion of the divine and human na- 


tures, in the person of Christ Jesus, | 


is the true foundation of the salva- 
tion of the gospel. This Apostle ob- 
serves,“*God was in Christ reconci- 
ling the world unto himself, not im- 
puting their trespasses unto them.” 
The foundation of this reconcilia- 
tion is the union of heaven and 
earth, of God and man, in the 


- - a 
person of Christ. When infinite 


wisdom hath effected this object ; 
when a character is presented to 
the universe, in whom there is the 
most intimate and perfect union 
at God with man, and of man with 
God, it becomes easy to conceive 
that a holy God may be recon- 
cileable to perishing sinners. By 
the great apostacy, man hag be- 
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come wholly corrupt and sinful ; 
he has lost the moral image of God 
which he originally possessed ; he 
has become unholy ; his nature is 
sinful ; he is estranged from God, 
All created wisdom is utterly in- 
competent to discover a method by 
which that lost moral likeness can 
be restored ; by which sinning, sin- 
ful man can be reconciled to a pure 
and holy God. When the Lord 
Jesus appears incarnate; when the 
king of heaven is clothed with 
flesh; when the heir of all things is 
' born of a woman, and becomes 
| an inhabitant of the earth, man’s 
dwelling-place ; when he has left 
the habitation of angels, and de- 
pends for his ordinary support on 
the productions of that ground 
which had been cursed because of 
sin, the great difficulty seems to 
be surmounted. Now, the vast 
obstacles, otherwise insuperable, 
are removed ; and it is easy to 
conceive that God can reconcile 
the world unto himself; that that 
union, Which had been wholly dis- 
solved by sin, may be restored, 
and man be replaced in the fa- 
vor of his holy Creator. Now, 
itis easy to perceive that God 
can be just and justify the ungod- 
ly. 

This being the true foundation 
of the Christian ‘system, we see 
‘the necessity that Christ Jesus 

should be a divine and human per- 
son. As he is to be a mediator 
| between God and man, he must 
be divine, in order to be periect- 
ly in favor with God, in order to 
be fully acquainted with all the 
claims and rights of Jehovah, and 
that he may perfectly vindicate 
all the demands of the divine law. 
He must be man, that he may 
truly know all the qualities of 
man, his imperfections, his wants, 

















his corruptions, his temptations, 
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that he may make a perfect pro- 
vision for his redemption. He 
must be man, because, being about 
to become a great High Priest, to 
make a sacrifice of himself for sin, 
he might have a body of flesh 
and blood to be made an offering, 
that the same nature which broke 
the divine law might bear its 
curse, and be made a sacrifice for 
its restoration. He must be God, 
that humanity, by virtue of its un- 
ion with the divinity, might be 
exalted to such a dignity and val- 
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Holy Spirit whereby they may be 
sanctified for God ; procured the 
holy scriptures with the ordin- 
ances in them appointed, so per- 
fectly suited to make us wise unto 
salvation. ‘* Know ye not, that so 
many of us as were baptized into 
Jesus Christ, were baptized into 
his death ?” This passage has 
no reference to the mode in which 
baptism is to be administered, but 
is evidently designed to teach 
that, as baptism is the seal by 
which believers are initiated in 


ue as to be an offering for sin, the church of Christ, with a visi- 
worthy of the divine approbation | ble right to the privileges and 


and acceptance. 


‘ promises which he has made to 


As the mysterious character of , his people, these privileges are 
the Lord Jesus, in whom God w as | procured, entirely, by the death 


manifest in the flesh, constituted | 
the primary subject of the public 
instructions of the Apostle Paul, 

with this he naturally connected 
the great sacrifice which Christ 
had made of himself, for sin, 
which is the only foundation of 
hope and pardon for sinners. 
“< For when we were yet without 
strength, in due time Christ died 
for the ungodly.— While we were 
yet sinners; Christ died for us. 
Much more then, being now justi- 
fied by his blood, we shall be sa- 
ved from wrath through him. 
For if, when we were enemies, 
we were reconciled to God by the 
death of his Son ; much more, be- 
ing reconciled, we shall be saved 
by his life.” In reference to the 
reality and importance of these 
truths, Paul declared that he was 
determined to know nothing among 
those to whom he was sent to 
minister, but Jesus Christ and 
him crucified. His death, by cru- 
cifixion, was the great foundation 


of hope, and the great medium of 


access to God. ‘This holy sacri- 
fice of Christ procured pardon for 
sinners ; procured the gift of the 


| 











of Christ. As the washing of wa- 
ter is designed for outward cleans- 
ing, baptism is intended to repre- 
sent that cleansing of the soul, 
which is effected by the sacrifice 
of Christ’s blood, for all his peo- 
ple. This atonement, effected by 
the sacrifice of Christ, was one of 
the leading truths committed to 
the great Apostle to declare to his 
fellow-men. 

In the preaching of Paul, the 
doctrine of regeneration, by the 
Holy Spirit of God, was much in- 
culcated. That every sinner must 
be renewed in the affections of his 
heart, in order to obtain accept- 
ance with God ; and that this 
work must be effected by the ope- 
rations of the divine Spirit. ‘ But 
after that the kindness and love of 
God our Saviour towards man ap- 
peared, not by works of righteous- 
ness which we have done, but ac- 
cording to his mercy he saved us, 
by the washing of regeneration, 
and renewing of the Holy Ghost.” 
All the apostles taught the doc- 
trine of regeneration by the Holy 
Spirit, by preaching Christ. For, 
of all the sentiments given us by 
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our Lord, none are more cier- 
ly enforced, than the doctrine 
of regeneration by the Spirit of 
God. This fundamental truth 
naturally and necessarily results 


from the doctrine of the total de- | 


pravity of the human heart, so 


' 
; 
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tices the objection which is always 
made to this high doctrine : “ Thou 
wilt say then unto me, why doth 
he yet find fault ? for who hath 
resisted his will ? Nay but, O 





man, who art thou that repliest 
against God ? Shall the thing 


pointedly enforced by the apostle | formed say to him that formed 
Pau!. He says to the Romans, | it, why hast thou made me 
‘© There is none that doeth good, | thus ? Hath not the potter power 
no, not one ;—there is no fear of | over the clay, of the same lump 


God before their eyes ;—there is 


to make one vessel unto honor, 


none that seeketh after God.”— | and another unto dishonor ?”—~ 


Such being the natural state of the | When perishing sinners lie before 
human character, it must, clearly, God, ail guilty and undeserving ; 
be renewed and radically chan- | when be has given them the Son 
ged in its moral state, in order to | of his love, with all the invitations 


an acceptable union with God. 


of gospel mercy, and when all re- 


- Respecting the manner inwhich fuse to accept of these, and come 


this great gift of divine grace is 
bestowed upon sinners, the apos- 
tle Paul teaches one truth in the 
clearest and most impressive man- 
ner. That is, God, in bestowing 
this gift of his Spirit, proceeds, 
entirely according to his own plea- 


unto Christ that they may have 
life ; how just and reasonable is it 
that God, having promised to sanc- 
tify, for the glory of bis Son, an 
‘inheritance of redeemed sinners, 
‘should bestow this blessing ac- 
| cording to his own wisdom and 


sure, in his holy, sovereign way. | pleasure, in such a manner as will 
Not that he acts without the most | most perfectly glorify himself, as 
perfect reason and propriety ; not | will most effectually honor the 


that there 4s no reason why he 
shows mercy to one rather than 
another, and a_ reason which 
would be periectly satisfactory to 
all intelligent beings could they be 
admitted to a clear view of the di- 
vine counsels; but that these rea- 
sons cxist wholly within himself; 
that his appointments proceed 
from himself exclusively, directed 
by his holy and perfect wisdom. 


** What shall we say then? Is | 


there unrighteousness with God ? 


God forbid. For he saith to Mo- | 


ses, | will have mercy on whom 


have compassion on whom I will 
have compassion. So then, it is 
not of him that willeth, nor of him 
that runneth, but of God tbat 


sheweth mercy.” He then no-' 


‘Lord Jesus, to whom this people 
are to be given for an eternal in- 
heritance ? ‘Thus God sends forth 
his Spirit among those who had 
offered their excuse, and refused to 
come to the gospel feast, and, by 


| the sacred influences of his love, 


compels them to come in. The 
'holy sovereignty of God, in be- 
stowing the gifts of his grace, was 
always, with the great apostle of 
the Gentiles, a subject of the most 
grateful meditation. He brings 
forth all his vast powers of reason- 


‘ing for its illustration, arguing, 
1 will have mercy, and I will 


j 


from the nature of the divine 
character, from the various dis- 
pensations of his providence and 
grace, and from the frequent post- 
tive declarations of God contained 
in the scriptures of the Old Tess 
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tament, the truth of this great doc- | holds.” 


trine, which he considers a pillar 
of the Christian scheme. He seems 
to view it as the sure means by 
which God will glorify himself in 
the dispensations of his grace, and 
the only certain ground of hope 
for guilty sinners. 

In testifying the truths of Christ 
the Apostles taught the necessity 
of the means of grace for the sal- 
vation of men. In view of the 
various ordinances and means 
which God has instituted, by 
which sinners are to be instructed 


in the truths of righteousness, and 
prepared for the operations of the | 


Spirit of grace on their hearts, and 


by which belivers are to be ad- | 


vanced in holiness, and qualified 
for glory, they often teach their 


iinportance and necessity, asmeans 


without which none have a right 
to expect the salvation of God. 


{n his animated address to the | 


Jews, he observes, ** For whoso- 


ever shall call upon the name of | 


the Lord shal! be saved.” He 
then proceeds, ** How then shall 
they call on him in whom they | 
have not believed ? and how shall 
they believe in him of whom they 
have not heard ? and how shall 
they hear without a preacher ?” 
Volumes might be written upon 
this subject, and not express, in so 
clear and forcible a manner, the 
importance and benefits of the 
means of grace, for the blessings 
of eternal life. He says expressly, 


** Whosoever shall cail upon the | 


name of the Lord shall be saved.” 


Yet it is not to be expected that | 


any will ever call upon this name 


without instruction, and without | 


that kind of instruction which God 
has instituted for this purpose.— 

‘* ‘The weapons of our warfare are | 
not carnal, but mighty through God | 
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The weapons which he 
argument and 
persuasion, consisting in plain and 
aflectionate addresses to the un- 
and the conscience, 
but, through the divine blessing, 
| they were mighty to pul! down 
| the strong holds of error and sin. 


| In warning his fellow Christians of 


the importance and efficacy of the 
Christian example, he says, “ Give 
none offence, neither to the Jews, 
nor to the Gentiles, nor to the 
church of God: Even as I please 
all men in all things, not seeking 
mine own profit, but the profit of 
many, that they may be saved.— 
‘Unto the Jews I became as a 
Jew,—To them that are without 
law, as without law,—To the 
| weak became I as weak,—that I 
might by all means save some.” 
| All the means ch were ap- 
pointed of God, and all the efforts 
he could make, be found neces- 
isary and eminently useful, in 
| winning souls to Christ Jesus. 
| By these means, under the divine 
blessing, which the way in 
which all means are effectual, he 
| brought hundreds and thousands of 
‘souls to an immortal union with 
the divine Saviour. 
| Our Lord Jesus taught the ne- 
cessity of obedience to the divine 
law, in the various cuties of a ho- 
ly life. It was his first object, in 
all his public instructions, to hon- 
or his Father. Hts 'sw was an 
exhibition of bis own ¢taracter. 
Thus Christ suys, ** 1 came not 
todestroy the law, but to fultii.”” 
Hie declared that it became him 
‘to full! righteousness, which 
consisted, chiefly, in honoring 
j and obeying the divine law. To 
ihonor that law he laid down his 
lite. Vhen one enquired of him 
in what way he might obtain 
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wouldest enter into life, keep the 
commandments.” —-'The Apostles 
of Christ, in making known his 
truth, taught, indeed, in the fullest 
manner, the dectrine of justifica- 
tion by faith ; and that, without 
faith in him, there is no justifica- 
tion for the sinner. But they 
never intimated that this took 
away the necessity of holy obedi- 
ence, nor its acceptableness in the 
sight of God. ‘ For 1 was alive 
without the law once ; but when 
the commandment came, sin re- 
vived, and I died.” Before he 
understood the true nature, the 
moral purity and spirituality of 
the divine law, he felt himself 
safe, relying upon the various ob- 
servances of ceremonial rites : but 
when he saw the plain obligations 
and requirements of the moral 
law, he found himself condemned, 
and ready to die under its curse. 
He therefore adds, ** Whereiore 
the law is holy, and the com- 
mandment holy, and just, and 
good.” However be and every 
transgressor may be condemned 
by its threatings, he justifies all its 

nalties.——-We are taught again, 
‘** For not the hearers of the law 
are just before God, but the doers 
of the law shall be justified.” Of 
whatever nation or character, those 
who do the works of the law, in a 
life of holy obedience, shall be 
just before God. In reference to 
the doctrine of justification by 
faith, the Apostle observes, ‘* Do 
sve then make void the Jaw through 
faith? God forbid: yea we es- 
tablish the law.” 


Having thus mentioned some of 
the most essential truths of the 
character and precepts of the di- 
vine Saviour, we proceed to show 
that these are denominated, with 
great propriety, the riches of 
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Christ. Our blessed Lord came 
irom the presence of his Father - 
dwelt for a season here on the 
earth, collected a little flock which 
he denominated his own people 
and returned to his Father’s glory. 
He loved his people who were in 
the world, and he loved them unto 
the end. He would not therefore 
leave them without a legacy, an 
inheritance, worthy of himself to 
give, suitable for them to receive, 





as a holy testimonial of their un- 
ion to him. Such a legacy he 
| did leave them, and it is most just- 
| ly called the riches of Christ. He 
could not bequeath to his follow- 
ers worldly possessions, for he 
had none to give; he could not 
devise to them the distinctions and 
honors of the present life, for his 
precepts would always be opposed 
to the lusts and passions of men ; 
he could not leave an inheritance 
of earthly pleasures, since he re- 
quired his people to follow bim, in 
watchiulness, humility, and obedi- 
ence. But he bequeathed his 
friends a better portion than all 
these. ‘* Peace I leave with you, 
my peace | give unto you: not as 
the world giveth, give [ unto you. 
Let not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be afraid.” Speak- 
ing to his disciples, in their deep 
aflliction at the prospect of his de- 
parture, he says, ‘I will pray 
the Father, and he shall give you 
another Comfortor, that he may 
abide with you forever ; even the 
Spirit of truth.” Concerning Christ, 
it is said by the apostle in his 
epistle to the Hebrews, “ And 


} for this cause he is the mediator of 


the new testament, that by means 
of death, for the redemption of the 
transgressions that were under the 
first testament, they which are 
called might receive the promise 
of eternal inheritance.” Those who 
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are called of God, who are truly 


united to Christ Jesus, do receive ' 
a promise of an inheritance, sure | 


and eternal. 

We have seen what are some 
of those things which constitute 
the inheritance or legacy left by 
Christ Jesus to his people. ‘They 
are the testimonies of the gospel 
concerning the provision which he 
has made for the redemption of 
Jost men. ‘This consists, princi- 
pally, in Christ’s becoming incar- 
nate, that he might be fitted to 
make atonement for sin, and begin 
the union of man with God; in 
offering himself a great sacrifice 
on the cross, bearing the curse of 
the divine law, and opening the 
way for the pardon of the sinner ; 
in procuring and giving the Spirit 
of divine grace, to make effectual 
application of his purchase, and 
sanctify the hearts of sinners for 
the divine service ; in providing 
all necessary means to enable them 
to partake of the benefits of the 
great salvation ; and in illustrating 
and confirming the obligations of 
duty, in a faithful observance of 
the precepts of the divine law. 
In a due consideration of the 
worth of these things, we shall see 
that, with great reason, they are 
called the riches of Christ. For 
this purpose, 

We contemplate, for a moment, 
the expense at which these bles- 
sings are procured for men. Christ 
Jesus, the king of heaven, honor- 
ed and served by all the angels of 
God, to whorn all power in heaven 
and in earth is committed, must be 
humbled, must be a babe, must be 
a servant, must appear like a crim- 
inal, though without a fault, must 
suffer and die under the hands of 
unfeeling persecutors. Earth trem- 
bles, the sun is clad in darkness, 





ble amazement, hell shouts with a 
momentary triumph, for the king 
of heaven, the protector of right- 
eousness, is expiring under the 
lashes of sin. Could nothing less 
suffice? ‘* Sacrifice and offering 
thou didst not desire ; burnt-ofler- 
ing and sin-offering hast thou not 
required. Then said I, Lo, I 
come : I delight to do thy will, O 
my God ; yea, thy Jaw is within 
my heart.”—Nor is all this suffi- 
cient. Christ may restore the 
honor of the divine law ; he may 
vindicate all the claims of justice ; 
he may remove every obstacle to 
the consistent exercise of divine 
mercy ; he may make known te 
men this great truth that the peni- 
tent shall be saved ; he may in- 
vite sinners of every description 
to his mercy-seat ; and the wick- 
ed will not come unto him that 
they may have life. ‘The Holy 
Spirit must be sent down from 
heaven to convince, to renew, to 
sanctify the heart, to make God’s 
people willing in the day of his 
power. This has been done, and, 
by the operations of this divine 
Spirit, sinners, in every age, have 
been brought to Christ. In addi- 
tion to this, we have the ordinan- 
ces of God with all his instituted 
means of grace, which are need- 
ful to make sinners wise unto sal- 
vation. In order that these means 
may be usefully enjoyed, the pro- 
vidence of God must be continu- 
ally exercised, in giving and pre- 
serving the holy scriptures; in 
protecting his cause, and defending 
the interests of his church ; in re- 
straining the opposition of error, 
and limiting the power of iniqui- 
ty, and in disposing all events for 
the advancement of the interests 
of Zion. Thus the Most High 
constantly keeps his eye upon his 


all heaven beholds with unuttera- | prepared habitation ; he watches 
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and protects his cause as the apple 
ot his eve. * Can a woman for- 
eet her sucking child, that she 
should not have compassisn on the 
son of her womb? yea they may 
forget, yet will 1 not forget thee.” 
—Thus, the exceeding suiferings 
ur the Saviour, the constant ope- 
rations of the Sanctiiier, and the 
‘ontinuel care of divine provi- 
dence, beins necessary for the 
salvation of sinners, how justly is 
it calied the riches of Christ. 
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The blessings of divine grace | 


mav well be called the riches of 


Christ, in consideration of the 
good they bring to all those who 
are the subjects of this mercy. 
The creat thing which is done for 
sinners in the work of salvation, 
is deliverance not from the curse 
of sin but from its power. Christ 
Jesus bas provided tor the deliver- 
ance of his people trom the pow- 


er of sin, from the dominion of 


their own corraptions and en evil 
heart, which constitute the true 
character of a sinner, by which 
he is separated from God and from 
all good, and necessarily exposed 
to interminable woe. ile bas pro- 
vided that he mpy have a clean 
heart, that he may be restored to 





the favor ot a God ot holiness, | 


and be made 
‘in him. 
know the excellency ot obedience 
and hoiv tove, and the privilege 


perpetually happy 


The believer mav thus | 





Christ says to his disciples, + Jp 
my Father's house are many man- 
sions, | go to prepare a place for 
you.” ‘The blessedness which 
God has appointed for the friends 
of Christ, to show the fulness of 
that reward which he is to receive 
in the glory of his people, is 
such as cannot be possessed or re- 
alized in the present world. They 
must be relerred to a future state 
ot being, where the human char- 
acter will be prepared for a more 
perfect state of blessedness than 
cin be realized in the present 
lite, when ‘* this corruptible shall 
put on incorruption, and this mor- 
tal shail put on immortality.” 
The blessings of divine grace 


_are the riches of Christ, as they 
| are the greatest which he could 


give. We mean not to limit di- 
vine power, but we cannot con- 
ceive that ereatures can possess, 
that they can be capable of re- 
ceiving, greater blessings than 
those which the Lord Jesus be- 
stows upon bis people. He gives 
them holiness of character, such 
as constitutes the moral excellen- 
cy of God. He procures for them 
the divine approbation and favor, 
whereby they are made sure of 
the protection and blessings of the 
Most High, in every part of his 
wide dominion. Having procured 


for himself a kingdom, given by 


of fixing his prospects on objects | 


real and eternal. 


rm r . 
The people of God are also to | 


H 
be dejivered from the punishment 
of divine wrath, to which every 
sinher is exposed, and are thus ex- 
empted from ascene of suffering, 
which no huran mind can esti- 
maic, trom which there will never 
he a release—In the world fo 
come, everlasting joys are provi- 
ded for those that love the Lord. 


his Father as the reward of all 
his obedience and sufierings, he 
brings his people to a participa 
tion of the blessings of this king- 
dom, to be sharers with him in the 
fulness of his everlasting inherit- 
ance. He will open successively 
to their view the glorious counsels 
of Jehovah, as their minds shall 
be gradually matured in that state 
of perfection to which they are 
hastening, whereby they wiil dis- 
cover wisdom and righteousness m 
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all those events which now ap- 
pear the most incomprehensible. 
‘¢ That I do, thou knowest not 
now, but thou shalt know here- 
after.”?> Come, O humble believ- 
er, see the volumes of God unfold- 
ed ; draw the veil which now con- 
ceals the causes of human events ; 
behold Him who, in a manner in- 
conceivable, guides the seasuns 
and the tempests ; who directs the 


designs and restrains the anger of 


men, turning all to his glory; ac- 
complishing the greatest possible 
good. Here, come and see why 
parents are bereaved of the chiid 
of all their hopes ; why dependent 
children become orphans ; why the 
gospel has so little success ; why 
ministers preach, and churches 
pray often in vain ; why the wick- 
ed prosper and the bumble are 
oppressed ; why the church of God 
has been for ages and ages a little 
flock. These are heaven’s em- 
ployments, these are the inex- 
haustible sources of intellectual 
blessedness which Jesus has pro- 
vided for them that love him. In 
a perpetual discovery of the di- 
vine pertfections, and of the holy 
wisdom of the divine administra- 
tions, the redeemed will be ad- 
vancing in perfection and blessed- 
ness for ever and ever. Such are 
the treasures of godliness, such 
the riches of the heirs of salva- 
tion. 

Possessed of this treasure, the 
believer. with every worldly pri- 
vation, has inexhaustible riches. 
Without a portion in Christ, the 
sinner, with the wealth of the 
world, is poor indeed. 


-S+o 
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lical Magazines of June and 
July, 1815. 


iu the pedigree of this valuable 
man cannot be traced to a no- 
ble, it may to a pious ancestry, 
which is far more honorable. 
His grandfather was an elder of 
Mr. M’Culloch’s church at Cam- 
buslang, in North Britain, at the 
time of the extraordinary conver- 
sions, which took place in the 
spring of 1742*. In this neigh- 
borhood was born the subject of 
our Memoir, in or about the year 
1768. His father dying, as we 
are informed, while he was very 
young, his education devolved on 
his grandfather and excellent mo- 
tuer, who trained him up in 
habits of piety and a strict atten- 
tion to the Lord’s Day. The 
elements of his classical learning 
were probably received at Gias- 
gow, Which is not far from the 
place where his parents resided. 
When a youth, he came over to 
South Britain, and was for some 
years clerk to a respectable soli- 
citor in the city. ‘There he form- 
ed an acquaintance, as it is said, 
with some gay young men, where- 
by his religious habits were soon 
relaxed ; and (which is generally 
the first step to a dissolute life) he 
began to saunter away his Sab- 
baths in idle amusements ; often 
closing the day at that popular re- 
sort of the vain and giddy, the 
pantheon} (as it was then called) 


*See Gillis’s Historical Coll. vol. 
ii. p 339, &c 

t An accident occurred here, du- 
ring this period, which may deserve 
to be mentioned as a caution to 
thoughtless and active young peo- 
ple.—A lad, about 18, apprentice 
toa tradesman in the east end of 
the town, amusing himself cone Sab- 
bath-day in jumping down the steps 
of what is now the chapel-house, 
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in Spa Fields. This Luz has since 
become a Bethel, and been highly 
honored with the presence of the 
God of Israel—Happily, at this 
time he formed an acquaintance 
with one person of a more serious 
character, who led him to White- 
Row Meeting, where Mr. ‘Trot- 
man was then minister; and in 
the evening to Mr. Newton’s Lec- 
ture, at St. Mary’s Woolnoth. It 
is not known whether it was by 
any particular discourse at either 
place that he was savingly imnpres- 
sed ; the means of grace were how- 
ever blessed to him, and he was 
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suon introduced to Mr. Newton as | 


a young convert of considerable 
promise ; and his conversations 
with that eminent man led him to 
devote his talents to ministerial 
usefulness in the church of Eng- 
land. 

In August, 1791, he was ad- 
mitted to Queen’s College, Cam- 
bridge, under the care of the ex- 
cellent Dr. Milner, the present 
Dean of Carlisle. Here he con- 
tinued to reside, almost witheut 
intermission, for full four years ; 
blling up his vatations by prepar- 
ing himself for exercises in the 
higher branches of mathematical 
aud classical literature ; to whieh 





[Ocr. 


any of the scholars in his literar 
attainments. He attended all the: 
lectures; and it was matter of 
surprise, even to the tutors, when 
they observed his peculiar dilj- 
gence and attention, and the res- 
pectable manner in which he ac- 
quitted himself in the various 
branches of learning; and we 
look back with pleasure to see 
how providence thus prepared 
him for those attainments in the 
eastern languages, in which he 
was afterwards peculiarly eminent 
and uselul. 

He had not been long at eol- 
lege betore he cultivated the ac- 


_quaintance of the most. serious 


i] 
| 
| 
| 





students, who were already enga- 
ged in a devotional society, which 
was new-modelled by his exer- 
tions. ‘hey met for social prayer 
and expounding the scriptures, 
twice a weck, besides a more pri- 
vate meeting of a select few at his 
own rooms on the Saturday eve- 
ning, to prepare for the devotions 
of the Sabbath.—T hus, while his 
literary studies were pursued with 
the greatest ardour, he was not 


| unmindful of the study of his own 


' heart, of human nature, and of the- 
_ology,—subjects peculiarly con- 


he expected to be called in the | 


subsequent terms. His own mind 


more essential to his future pros- 


nected with his intentions as to 
the Christian Ministry. He ob- 


‘serves in one of his letters toa 
inclined to theological studies as | 


pects as a gospel minister; but | 


his university friends (among 
whom were Dr. Jowett and Mr. 
Simeon) urged him, for the credit 
of the gospel, not to come behind 


dropped cown dead; which was 
tound, on examination, to have 
been occas.oned by the sudden rup- 
ture of the gall-bladder, thro’ his 
violent exertions.—How often is it 
seca, that ‘in the midst of life we 
are in death” 
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friend, on reviewing his situation, 
‘* You see how wonderlully the 
Lord is blending his sweets with 
my bitters. An university is @ 
difficult place to preserve a gospel 
spirit in; but it certainly is am 
excellent school for Christ’s disci- 
ples, as they are exposed to trials 
of various descriptions.” In anoth- 
er letter, anticipating: the scandal 
of the cross, he says, “ 1 am not 
yet distinguished by the name ol 
Methodist: but I foresee E shall 
shortly. How the Lord will as- 
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sist me in that trial | know not :— 
I know | shall fall, unless he hold 
me up. At present I am in fa- 
vor with my tutors: indeed, | 
am more respected than many ; 
but when my principles are pub- 
lished, tis hard tosay whether i 
shall not forfeit their esteem. Be 
itso: ‘ If ye suffer for my sake, 
happy are ye!’ 

In a letter dated April, 1792, 
he gives a very detailed account 
of his employments, and complains 
of the langour brought on his de- 
votional duties by excessive study ; 
and of the want of that animation 
in reading the Bible, and that 
pleasure in meditating on divine 
things, which he had formerly ex- 
perienced. His pious friends at 
the University, however, urged 
him to persevere until his exces- 
give attention to learning brought 
on symptoms of declining health, 
and even threatened a pulmonary 
complaint. He now determined 
to spend a part of the next vaca- 
tion by the sea-side: but on re- 
ceiving an intimation from his 
mathematical tutor, that he meant 
to go through two branches of nat- 
ural philosophy (mechanics and 
optics) in the next term, he aban- 
doned his design, and prepared 
himself to meet the lectures on 
those subjects, not merely as a no- 


vice :—but after this he had a | 


more serious attack, and was ob- 


liged to relax, and pay a visit, we 


believe, to Harrowgate. The 
means used were blessed to his re- 
covery, and by a more prudent 
attention to his health in his sub- 
sequent studies, he was spared, to 
bring them to an honorable termi- 
nation. 

In the latter part of 1792, Mr. 
B. acknowledges to a confidential 
friend, that he had been in great 
egyiness through the- former part 
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of the year ; but recently it had 
pleased the Lord to reveal to him 
more of Christ than he had ever 
before experienced, insomuch as 
for some nights to interrupt his 
sleep, and to give a tincture of 
religion to his dreams. At the 
‘moment of writing, however, he 
says, * This ardour js languishing ; 
but I hope it will never entirely 
leave me.’ 

In September, 1795, Mr. B. 
| Was ordained by the late Bishop 

Porteus, and soon alter introduced 
into the Church as Curate to the 
venerable Mr. Newton, at St. Ma- 
ry Woolnoth. Mr. Thornton, who 
had borne the greater part of his 
college expences, had now a near- 
er opportunity of judging of his 
abilities and character ; but ina 
few months he .was appointed 
Chaplain of Fort William, in Ben- 

al. 

Idr. B. left England as a single 
man ; and twoaccomplished young 
ladies went out passengers in the 
same ship. ‘The remarkable seri- 
ousness of his deportment became 
a subject of raiilery, which he re- 
turned with equal wit and good 
humour; and the impression oi 
his talents and piety was so much 
in his favor, that he afterwards 
found in one of them an accom- 
plished and pious help-meet :— 
Miss Whish, daughter of the Rev. 
| R. Whish, of Northwold, in Nor- 
folk. This lady lett India to re- 
turn to England before Mr. Bb. for 
the education of her children ; but, 
to his great grief, she died upon 
the passage. By her he has left 
two daughters. 

In 1800 was formed the coilege 











which the late Dr. D. Brewn was 
appointed Provost, and Mr. Bu- 
channan Vice-Provost, and Profes- 
sor of the Greek and Latip Clas: 





of Fort William, in Bengal ; of 
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sics. Among the other professors 
was Mr. W. (now Dr.) Carey, 
the Senior Baptist Missionary at 
Serampore, for the Sungskirt. Ben- 
galee, and Mahratta languages. 
This institution, designed to en- 
courage Oriental Literature, was 
very friendly to the transla- 
tion of the Scriptures into the 
eastern languages, and particular- 
ly the Chinese ; in which Dr. 
Marshman, another Baptist Mis- 
sionary, with one of his sons, and 
two sons of Dr. Carey, were re- 
cently employed, while Mr. Mor- 
rison was pursuing the same object 
at Canton. 


Taken from the Mag. of July. 


Since the publicxtion of the first 
part of our Memoir, we have 
been favored with some very in 
teresting particulars of the ear- 
ly part of Dr. Buchanan’s Life, 
which we have every reason 
to believe amhentic. We shaii, 
therefere, retrace our steps as 
far back as to his emigration 
from his native country ; of 
which we have received the fol- 
lowing account :-— 


A youne gentleman of fortune 
having finished his education at 
one of our universities, proposed 
to make the tour of Europe ; pre- 
vious to which, however, he wish- 
ed to examine Great Britain, and 
travelled as far north as the High- 
Jands of Scotland ; which are to 
that country as Wales is to Eng- 
land. Coming to a place where 
two roads meet, and observing a 
young Highlander employed in 
attending two cows, which were 
feeding by the road-side, he called 
out to him, in Latin, by way of 
jest, as it should seem, to know 


—_ 





| 


_Jegal knowledge to fit him tor his 
situation, for that purpose be was 
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| which road he should take ; and 


was greatly surprised at receiving 
an answer in the same language, 
He now made a halt with his com- 
| panions ; and on conversing with 
the youth, found that he had re- 
‘ceived a liberal education, and 
was remarkably intelligent. In- 
quiring into his situation, he learn- 
ed that his employment was little 
more than attending these cows ; 
on which he expressed an incli- 
nation to take him with bim on 
the tour of Europe, and then to 
take upon himself the charge of 
his future fortunes. 

Young Buchanan was delighted 
with the proposal, provided it 
should meet the approbation of his 
father who lived in a cottage at a 
little distance. Conducted thither, 
‘the gentleman informed the father 
of the circumstance that brought 
him; observed to him, he had a 
son of considerable talents, which 
were altogether buried in that des- 
olate situation, and mentioned his 
inclination to take him to travel 
with him for two years; and then to 
place him in a situation, in which 
he might be able to assist his pa- 
rents in the decline of life. Alter 
larther conversation, and proper 
enquires on the part of his father, 
consent was given ; and Claudius 
set off, well pleased with the pros- 
pect now before him. 

After finishing the tour of Brit- 
ain, the travellers embarked at Yar- 
mouth, or Lowestoff (we are not 
certain which) tor Amsterdam ; and 
‘from thence visited the principal 

parts of Europe. On their return, 
| Mr. B’s patron, faithful to bis pro- 
| mise, procured him an appoit- 
iment, e‘ther in Canada or Nova 
Scotia; but as it was necessary 
that he should acquire a degree of 
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attorney in the city, as mentioned 


placed under Mr. D. a respectable | motes holiness, I conclude that it is 
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from God, and that he is the Au- 


inourlast. [t wasduring this period | thor of it.” 


that Mr. B. walking through one of | 


Buchanan affected to Jaugh at 


the principal streets ot London (we this, but the argument reached his 
believe Cheapside.) met an old | heart ; ; and though he would not 


Highlander, who was an intimate 


acquaintance of his father ; and | could not get rid of it. 
for the sake of conversation, they | 


went into a public house and took | 
some refreshment. 

Young Claudius gave his coun- 
tryman a very animated descrip- 
tion of his tour, and of the wonders 
he had seen upon the continent. 
The old man listened with atten- 
tion to his narrative, and then ea- 
gerly enquired whether his reli- 
gious principles had not been ma- 
terially injured by mixing among 
such a variety of characters and 
religions. * Do you know what an 
infidel is ?? said Buchanan. “Yes,” 
was the reply. ‘ Then’ said he, 
* | am an infidel ; and have seen 
the absurdity of all those nostrums 
my good old father used to teach 
me in the north ; and can you, 
(added he) seriously, believe that 
the Bible is a revelation trom the 
Supreme Being ?—‘‘ I do.”°— 


* And pray tcl) me what may be | 
— Claudé, * said | 
the good old Highlander, ** L know | 
nothing about what learned men | 


your reasons !° 


call the external evidences of re- 
velation ; but I will tell you why 
I believe it tobe from God. I have 
a most depraved and sinful nature, 
and, do what I will, 1 find I can- 
not make myself holy. My friends 
cannot do it for me, nor do I think 
all the angels in heaven could. One 
thing slone does it, — the reading 
and “believing what | read in that 
blessed book,—that does it. Now 
°s | know that God must be holy, 
and a lover of holiness, and as I 
believe that book is the only thing 


in creation that produces and pro- 


contess it to his companion, he 
He pur- 
chased a Buble, therefore, and de- 
termined to read it for himself. 
The perusal excited fearful appre- 
hensions of his state as a sinner a- 
| gainst God, and must gladly would 
he have enjoyed another conversa- 
with the pious Highlander, but he 
could not find him ; and, at that 
period, he had not one serious ac- 
quaintance in England, to whom 
he could unbosom his mind. While 
thus ruminating on his situation, 
he recollected his father having 
mentioned a Mr. Newton, an ex- 
cellent clergyman, who resided in 
London, and made enquiry among 
all his acquaintances where Mr. 
Newton preached ; and at length 
found a young man who conduct- 
ed him both to St. Mary Wool- 
noth, and to White Row Meeting 
(as stated in the first part of this 
Memoir) where himself usually 
attended. 

On hearing Mr. Newton preach, 
young B;: ichanan was much af- 
fected ; and stated his case on 
the back of a letter, requesting 
Mr. Newton to preach on it the 
following Lord’s Day evening. 
This note was given the pew- 
opener, to be conveyed into the 
vestry, and his request was readi- 
ly complied with ; after sermon 
Mr. N. stated having received a 
note, begging him. to preach on 
that subject ; and requested the 
writer to breakiast with him the 
next morning in Coleman Street- 
Buildings. This must have been 
about the year 1790. 

Qo Mr. Buchanan’s arrival te 
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breakfast, Mr. Newton was much | 


struck with his appearance ; and 
more with the acuieness of his 
conversation. After some time 
altending on this excellent man, 
Mr. B. was completely relieved 
from his despondency, through a 
believing view of the atovement 
of Christ ; and led to admire the 
grace of God in recovering bin 


irom vice and infidelity. One | 
- ° . i ' 
morning he mentioned to sir. 


Newton, that on this ground, it 
seemed to him a duty he owed to 


his great deliverer, to preach the | 


faith which he had so lately la- 
hored to destroy. Mr. N. sug- 
gested, that as his appointinent i 
America seemed to have come in 


a providential way, be should be) 


very cautious of giving it up, as 


in that capacity he might have | 


sreat opportunities of usefulness. 
ior several weeks alicr this in- 
terview, Mr. B. disappeared, 
which gave much uneasiness both 
to Mr. N. and to his tamily, by 
whom Mr. Bb. was held in much 
esteem ; and they knew not where 
to seek him. At length he re-ap- 
peared, and before he sat down, 
Mr. N. enquiring what he had done 
respecting his appointment, found 
he had given in his resignation. 
Mr. N. then enquired what plan 
he had formed tor his future lite ; 
and was told that he had resolved 


to go to Cambridge. What funds | 


had he to support him during his 
siuies ? was the next question. 
With these he was unprovided ; 
but confidently relied on Provi- 
dence. Alter breakfast, Mr. New- 
ton withdrew, and wrote a note to 
the late benevolent Henry Thorn- 
ion, M. P. and at Mr. B’s going 
out, requested him to drop it in at 
King’s Arins Yard as he passed 
by, and as he might like to see so 
eminent a character, he might en- 
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quire if there were any answer: 
and if so, put it into his pocket, 
and give it to Mr. N. the next 
time he came. Mr. B. did as di- 
rected ; and in a few minutes af- 
ter delivering the note, Mr. 'T. 
came out, and desired Mr. B. to 
walk in; and then informed him 
| that his friend, Mr. Newton, had 
| toid him of his situation :—that he 
might go to Cambridge as soon as 
he pleased ; and that he should 
| settle on him a suilicient sum for 
/his annual support while there. 





i This information much surprized 
Mr. &. who had no suspicion of 
the contents of the Jetter he had 
i delivered. 

| Mr. b. accordingly went to 
Cambridge, as we have already 
| related, when he was about 23 
years of age ; there he was, as we 
are intormed, eminently useful to 
some of the students ; and just be- 
fore he Jett, obtained the medal 
lor a prize essay. 

We have thus been enabled to 
fill up a blank in our Memoir of 
| Dr. B. which was to be regret- 

ted ; and we now take an oppor- 
‘tunity to correct an error into 
' which we had fallen, for want of 
| better information*. We refer to 
| the supposition of Dr. B.’s father 
-having died in his infancy, which, 
| it seems, must have been a mis- 
‘take, as he was consulted in his 
son Claud’s engagement to make 
the tour of Europe, previous to his 
, coming to London. 

In our next we shall pursue the 
subject of our narrative in his la- 
bors and travels in India. 





* It is to this Gentieman, and the 
}extraordinary circumstances We 
i have detailed, that Mr. Cecil refers 
in his Life of Mr. Newton, thauga 
his memory scems to have failed in 
some particulars. See Cecil’s Me- 


| moirs of Newton, p-. 182. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


(IN the month of May, annually, there is a Meeting of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, the London Missionary Society, and of the Mana- 
gers of sundry other charitable and Christian Institutions. The Editors, 
having received from their Correspondents an account of the proceed- 
ings, and the prosperity of these Institutions, will give copious extracts 
from them, in this and the next number of the Magazine. ‘They have 
ever found intelligence of this kind gratifying to the American Chris- 
tian public ; and hope it may be the means of increasing in the hearts 
of their readers, a similar ardor for promoting the cause of Christ.] 


THE Twenty-first General Meeting of the MISSIONARY SOCIE- 
T'Y, held in London, on the 10th, 11th, and 12th of May, 1815. 


— Anniversary of this important Institution was attended, as 
usual, by a great number of Ministers and Christians of various 
denominations, whose zeal to promote the glorious object of evangeli- 
—e the heathen world appeared to be unabated, and ‘which, we doubt 

, has received additional fervor from the interesting services which 
‘ook place on this occasion. 


SURRY CHAPEL. 

The first assembly for devotional exercises was held at Surry Chap- 
el, on Wednesday morning May 10th. This spacious edifice was filled 
to excess at an early hour. The Rev. Rowland Hill read the prayers 
of the Established Church with his accustomed pathos : after which 
the Rev. Henry Townley (who has generously devoted himself to the 
Missionary work) prayed in the pulpit. An excellent discourse was 
then delivered by the Rev. Angus M‘Intosh, minister of the Parish of 
Tain, in Rosshire, North Britain. ‘This discourse was founded on that 
ap eto passage in the 17th chapter of John’s Gospel, verse 3.— 
** And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the ‘only true God, 
and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.” The preacher proposed, 
1. To offer some observations tending to tilustrate the nature, excellen- 
ey, and importance of that knowledge which is mentioned in the text. 
2. 'To consider the means by which this knowledge is to be attained : 
hota he referred particularly to domestic ins struction, to schools, to the 
distribution of the sacred Scriptures, and especially to the divine in- 
stitution of preacning g the gospel. 5S. An improvement of the subject 
was made suited to the occasion of the meeting ; and in which the 
following inducements to a vigorous prosecution of the plans of the 
Society were proposed :—The divine determination that the gospel 
shall be universally spread—the pre: sent miserable condition of the 
heatheh—the success which has already followed the efforts of this 
Society—the establishment of many Auxiliary § Societies, for the sup- 
port of ifs funds. and the seas onable ' supply of Missionaries. ‘The Rev. 
Mr. Davies, ef York Street Chane!, Dublin, concluded the service 
With prayer. 
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TABERNACLE. 


In the evening an immense congregation crowded this large place. 
The house being full, the service commenced belore the appointed 
hour. The Rev. Mr. Prattman of Sheerness, prayed ; the Rev. Mr. 
Boden, of Shetlield, (who offered up the first prayer at the first public 
meeting of the Society in September, 1795,) preached from those 
words in the 6th chapter of Zechariah, and the 15th verse—* And 
they that are far off shall come and build in the temple of the Lord,” 
Afier some general observations on the prophetic reference to gospel 
times, the preacher proceeded to observe, That, under the dispensation 
of grace, God has resolved on the erection of (a spiritual temple. This 
temple is the gospel church ; represented by the inspired prophets and 
apostles under this pleasing emblem ; and on which, as in the temple 
of old, Jehovah reveals his clory.—That this sacred building is the pe- 
culiar residence of Jehovah Immanuel, God with us, revealing at once 
the supreme giory of Christ as the true Shechinah, «nd the exalted 
privilege of the church as the habitation of God.—-That the temple 
of God is of such large extent, as to comprehend all who receive the 
gospel, hold Christ the Head, obey his boly commands, and, in the 
observance of divine institutions, worship the Father in spirit and 
truth.——That, extraordinary magnificence and beauty distinguish and 
adorn this sacred elilice.x—That, the plan of this holy building was 
faid by infinite wisdom, and that all its parts correspond with the arch- 
type, existing in the mind of God trom eternity.—That this temple is 
reared not under the superintenednce of an angel, or any created being, 
but of the eternal Son of Ged ; who esteems the church as his own 
house, and the erection of bis own hand.—That the evangelical tem- 
ple is placed on the person and work of the incarnate God and Saviour, 
as on an immoveable foundation—And that the completion of this 
temple is reserved for the world of glory ; when the head-stone will 
be brought forth with shouting, crying grace, grace unto it. 

He then illustrated the important fact, that, in the execution of his 
gracious design, God will employ such as have been strangers and apos- 
tates. ‘The Gentile nations are thus described in contradistinction to 
the community of Israel—That the employment of Gentiles in the 
erection of the first and second temple, must be considered asa pro- 
phetic fact, designed to cherish and confirm the pleasing assurance en- 
tertained in the text.—That the first stones in the gospel temple were 
laid by Jewish master-builders, but that—'The work, though commen- 
ced by Jews, was soon transferred to Gentile hands ; to whom the 
messages of Christ were delivered, and to whom the apostles confided 
the ministry of his gospel.—T hat the incorporation of the Jews with 
the Christian church is to be accomplished by Gentile instrumentality. 
That in consequence of the promise of the text, the Missionary Soct- 
ety was this day convened, having for their object the erection of a ho- 
ly temple, to the name, and for the residence of the king of glory— 
And that the extension of this temple among all nations wil crown the 
exertions of the Missionary Society, and those of their Gentile fellow- 
Jaborers. After noticing the pleasing reports from Africa, and ex- 
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pressing a hope that on some future occasion the friends of the Society 
might be gratified by tle presence of Hottentot, Hindoo, or Chinese 
ministers of Christ, telling in broken accents, what God had done for 
their souls and wrought through their means ; he then glanced at the 
glorious changes in the moral and spiritual state of the world contem- 
plated by the Society ; urging all present to contribute according to 
their ability, for the accomplishment of these purposes by the mercies 
of an indulgent Providence—the necessity of a perishing world—and, 
above all the dying love of the Saviour. The Rev. John Burder, of 
Stroud, in Gloucestershire, concluded with prayer. 

A great number of persons being unable to gain admittance into the 


Tabernacle, the Rev. Mr. Griffin, of Portsea, preached to them in the 
spacious yard adjoining. 


CITY CHAPEL. 


The Annual Meeting of the members of the Missionary Society was 
held at the Rev. Mr. Buck’s (the City Chapel) on Tharsday morning. 
This place was also excessively crowded. Thomas Wilson, Esq. 
‘Treasurer of Hoxton College, gratified the wishes of many by taking 
the chair and presiding on this interesting occasion. He introduced 
the business of the meeting, by some observations on the progress of 
the Society, which he compared to the waters of the sanctuary, men- 
tioned in Ezekiel’s vision, which at first reached only to the ancles, 
then to the knees, and at length to the loins, deep enough for the swim- 
mer. He also adverted to those useful institutions which took their 
rise from the Missionary Society. The Rev. Mr. Roby, of Manches- 
ter, offered up suitable petitions for the presence and blessing of God 
on the meeting and on the Society in general : after which the ori- 
ginal Pian of the Society was read by the Rev. Mr. Platt, together 
witb the Funpamentat Principte of Christian liberality on which 
this Society was founded, and in which it stands as a Missionary So- 
ciety unrivalled and alone. That it may not be lost sight of or be 
forgotten by our readers we shall subjoin it*. The Report of the 
proceedings of the Directors during the past year, including, of course, 
ithe present condition of the numerous Missionary Stations supported 
by the Society was read by the Rev. Mr. Burder. ‘The Report em- 
bracing such a variety of matter could not be very brief, but for the. 
sake of saving time it was considerably abridged in reading. ‘The 


* FUNDAMENTAL PriNnciIPLE.—‘ As the union of God’s people of 
various denominations, in carrying on this great work, is a most Cesira- 
ble chject, so, to prevent, if possible, any cause of future dissention, it is 
declared to be a fundamental prrincifile of the Missionary Society, that 
our design is not to send Presbyterianism, Independency, F-piscopacy, or 
any other form of church order and government (about which there may 
be differences of opinion among serious persons) but the glorious gospel of 
the blessed God to the heathen ; and that it shall be left (as it oughtever 
to be left) to the minds of the persons whom God may call into the fel- 
lowship of his Son from among them, to assume for themselves such form 
of church government as to them shall appear most agreeable to the 
word of God. . 
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Chairman gave a general account of the state of the Society's Finan- 
ces, which it appeared, from the Report of the last year, ending 


March, 30, 1815, amounted to - - - - + - - 1.19406 76 
Disbursements. - + - - - * - + > > = | 15984 16 7 
Leaving a balance in favor of the Society of - - - 3421 10 5 


Mr. Bogue rose to move the acceptance of the Report. He refer- 
red to the commencement of the Society, and the wonderful interest 
then excited in the public mind, together with the happy effects it 
' had produced, not only at home but abroad, in the Netherlands, in 
Switzerland, in America, &c. He mentioned also the increase of zeal 
to promote the knowledge of the gospel by village preaching, in a 
degree beyond any period in the English history, previous to the es- 
tablishment of this Society. ‘T'ens of thousands now hear the word, 
who did not before, and the attention of muititudes is now directed to 
religious subjects. 

Besides these indirect effects, its own energies deserved particula: 
notice. Mr. Bogue then glanced at the different stations, and dwelt 
much on the advantages which have been obtained by the translation 
ot the Scriptures. into various languages of the East by our Missiona- 
ries, particularly in China ; and the probability of the wide diffusion 
of divine knowledge in the most populous countries. Mr. B. obser- 
ved, that it is the peculiar province of Missionaries to translate the 
Scripiures, in preference to the attempts of the Heathen themselves, 
who without the knowledge of Christ, would produce but poor trans- 
jators. 

Mr. B. next adverted to the Divine Sovereignty, which had beer 

remarkably displayed in our concerns ; for a long time it seemed a: 

if nothing could be effected by the labors of the brethren at Otahiete, 

but when Ged said, ‘ Let there be light, there was light ;’ the truth 

extended into the mind of one, and of another until about fifty of them 
felt the influence of the gospel. In Africa by the exercise of the 
| same sovercignty, hundreds had been converted., Can we boast, 
+ said he, of such au effusion of the sacred Spirit among ourselves as 
‘) has been poured out among tie Hoitentots and others ? and he ob- 
served from tne success of the word in that quarter that there remains 
no longer the sligitest foundation for that objection which the adver- 
A saries of Missions make to attempt the eonversion of uncivilized peo- 
ple. Facts declare the probability of their becoming real Christians. 

‘The general prospects of the Society were next referred to. It 
had been said by some, in the early days of the Society, that it was 
only a fit of intemperate zeal, and would soon die away. But Mr. 
43. said, 1 reasoned thus, It is a Christian principle to seek the salva- 
‘ion of the souls of men, and the longer it continues, the more it will 
prevail, as it has done, and continues to do; so that a spirit of be- 

nevolence has become a part of the constitution of the mind ; and 
let this be an encouragement for the future, and put an end to al! 
doubts about further prosperity. 
¥ Mr. B. noticed with great satisfaction, that a greater number of prom- 
eee ising young mea than at any former period dad offered themselves for 
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Missionary labor. You hear, said he, of increased funds, and you 
find there are also increased Missionaries, who will increase still more, 
and employ all your funds: Yet, he observed, it is absolutely neces- 
sary that some fund should be retained, while so many families are 
dependent on the Society. 

The state of persons, not absolutely Heathens, but destitute of the 
clear knowledge of the gospel, was mentioned ; and Mr. B. requested 
the Society to consider whether it was not their duty to send Mission- 
aries to them also, to stir them up, and put life and soui into them, by 
the fervent preaching of the word—tiis he recommended, not as a 
prime, but a secondary object of attention. 

Young men and young ministers were exhorted to offer their servi- 
ces. ‘* Come,” said he, ‘* and we will increase our funds, in order 
to your support ; to be a Missionary of Jesus Christ, is to perform the 
most glorious ‘duty in the world.” ! hope this Society will ever pros- 
per. ‘Those who are advanced in years, cannot expect long to behold 
its triumphs ; but the work is going on in a more successlul manner 
than was ever known in former times, and we trust will increase and 
prosper yet more and more. 

The resolution for the approval of the Directors Report v was second- 
ed by the Rev. Dr. Hawies, of Bath, whose appearance once more 
among his Missionary Brethren was extremely gratifying, especiallv 
to those who witnessed his zeal for the first establish:nent of the So- 
ciety twenty years ago. ‘I'he Doctor spoke to the following efiect :— 
I rise with delight and exultation afier what we have heard, to second: 
the motion. When first, it will be remembered, we assembled, we 
were indeed in little expectation of what it has pleased God to do for 

; had one of our brethren then told us that we should be able to con- 
“ey the everlasting gospel into Africa, into Asia, into America, and 
to the vast dominions beyond the Pacific Ocean, and that we should 
lave employed more than a hundred Missionaries, we should have 
concluded that he was out of his senses. Could we have supposed 
that there was a shadow of hope of being able to carry on so extensive 
a work ? You have now heard the success which attends your Jahors, 
and it encourages the confidence that we shall go on till the whole 
earth is filled with the light of the gospel. There is not, | will venture 
to say, a man in this company who is not on the tiptoe of expectation 
that the earth shall be covered with truth everlasting. I think I see 
the cherubim lifted up from the earth ; 1 see the coals bursting into 2 
flame—lI look around and see many ready to scatter these coals through- 
out the world. The Lord grant that you may continue with great de- 
light the labors you have so laudably commenced, and let us transmit 
it in charge to our children that they never forget to support this bies- 
sed work. 

Mr. James, of Birmingham, in an admirable speech, proposed the 
thanks of the Society to the Directors, for their great exertions during 
the last year, end for the interesting Report w hich they had produced ; 
he considered it as more encouraging than any which had preceded it, as 
one of the most important documents ever presented to the human race. 
He tock a general view, first of the several Missions in Africa, whose in: 
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habitants now begin to rise from their wretched state of degradation, 
and are conducted by our hand into the church of God, where peace 
and concord unceasingly reign. He then referred to Otaheite, which by 
some had been considered merely as a dark speck, but which he trusted 
would hereafter appear as a bright gem, adorning the diadem of glory 
which encircles the bead of our Redeemer. On the Chinese Mission, 
Mr. James dwelt with peculiar delight, and gloried in having been the 
fellow student of Mr. Morrison ; and observed that, having witnessed 
the translation of the Scriptures into the Chinese language, he might 
fancy he had lived long enough, and quit the stage of action, exulting 
in the language of Simeon, ‘ Now lettest thou tay servant depart in 
yeace,” &c. He adverted to Mr. Milne’s placing three copies of the 
oe Testament in a Chinese temple, and hoped that as Dagon fell 
before the ark, the Pagan idols would totter on their thrones. 

Mr. James expressed his great satisfaction in finding that other Mis- 
sionary Societies as well as this are in a flourishing state ; for if, said 
he, this Society, in its increasing power and opulence, should by its 
influence have cast a shadow on similar institutions, be should not be 
able to rejoice in its present success ; but in its ascension, like the 
vertical sun, it casts no shadow ; yea, it catches upon its wing other 
institutions, and bears them aloft. He deprecated any thing like 
envy among the different Societies—we are all sattelites revolving 
round the same glorious luminary—the word of God ; and although 
we revolve in different orbits, yet we revolve in harmony and con- 
cord, performing in the car of an attentive world—* the music of the 
spheres.” 

The speaker observed, that were he not fully persuaded that this 
cause was supported by divine power, he should dwell in sadness on a 
name not more endeared to Christians tor his etiorts in defence of the 
gospel, than it will be for ages to come, to converted Pagans—the name 
of Andrew Fuller. Were it not for the idea that the residue of the 
Spirit is wilh God, 1 should feel unmingled sadness. May the Lord 
grant that that Mission may sustain no permanent injury from the loss 
of so inestimable a friend. 

Mr. James congratulated his brethren on the peculiar circumstances 
of the times in which they were entering on the duties of their oflice. 
We have stepped upon the stage just at-that moment when the angel 
charged with the everlasting gospel is passing over our heads: we 
almost feel the motion of his wings ; his trumpet conducts us, and his 
commission directs us. My venerable fathers around me have kindled 
a fire on the altar of Emmanuel, the care of which they have entrusted 
to their younger brothers, and we should deserve a worse death than 
the Romans inilicted on the Vestals, should we ever permit the sacred 
flame to be extinguished. 

[We are sensible that, from the imperfection of our notes, we have 
not done jusiice to this address, which we hope our friends will candid- 
ly excuse. Indeed, the same apology is due to all the other speakers. | 

Mr. Elias, of Anglesea, said, | am compelled, my dear friends, to 
stand up for a moment to represent our brethren in Wales, and to speak 
2 word, although through my ignorance of your language, I cannot do 
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it with propriety. This I can say, that there are thousands in Wales 
who possess the same principles of love to our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
zeal for the salvation of the heathen that you do: multitudes of whom 
contribute daily to the support of this glorious work out of their little 
stock ; for many of them live on barley broth, yet they are willing to 
give all they can to carry on this work. We have meetings monthly 
to pray for its success ; and though we cannot converse with you, 
we can meet before the throne of grace, and hope to meet before the 
throne of glory when al! the confusion of Babel shall be done away. 

Mr. Campbell moved the appointment of new Directors for the fol- 
lowing year: and took occasion to make some observations on the af- 
fairs of Africa. He admired the wisdom of God in deferring that great 
revival we lately heard of , till after his departure from that country ; 
for had he been abie at the last annual meeting to have recited what 
has since taken place, the whole glory might not have been given to God 
as it ought. Mr. C. mentioned that some months afler he had left La- 
takkoo, messengers were sent from thence to Gricqua Town, making 
anxious inquiry whether the Missionaries promised to them were ar- 
rived; which shews the probability of their being well received. 
Mr. C. considered the work at Gricqua ‘Town as peculiarly impor- 
tant, as it is a central place, where the Missionaries will have an op- 
portunity of conversing with strangers who came to visit the Great 
River. He mentioned the conversion of one man who was so ex- 
tremely wicked that his banishment from the place seemed expedient ; 
but God had manifested the riches of his grace, as in the case of the 
persecuting Saul. Remarks were also made on the great revival at 
Bethelsdorp, and several other places. ‘The conversion of two inter- 
preters at another station was a peculiar mercy’, as also the conversion 
of a Mahometan in Cape Town who is now an instructor of his breth- 
ren. 

Mr. Steinkopff seconded the motion, and referred to the time when, 
15 years ago, he received the first letter from this Society, and the joy 
it occasioned in Switzerland ! since which many thousands of Chris- 
tians there, and in Holland, had taken the most lively interest in the 
concerns of the Institution, and several bad become useful Mission- 
aries. He promised to get Mr. Campbell’s tracts translated into the 
German language, and that should he proceed this summer to the con- 
tinent, he should not fail to report the pleasing prospects of this So- 
ciety. 

Dr. Collyer observed that such was the exceilent matier contained 
in the Report, and so much to the purpose had a!ready been said, that 
he should feel it an act of injustice to take up much of the time of the 
meeting. He observed that when the Institution was first established, 
there were two sorts of prophecy afloat ; one on its behalf, and the 
other against it; and it was our conclusion, said he, that the prophe- 
cies on its behalf came from God, and those against it from the malig- 
nity of men. It was easy to see when the predictions were made 
which of them would prove true and which faise ; the calculations 


made on the part of the Society proceeded on the general principles ot 


truth, and those against it from local and ignorant prejudices. It wes 
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afirmed, that the fire kindled 20 years ago was but a little of the re- 
mains of that which still burned on the altar of Whitefield and his as- 
sociates ; and that as they died off, all the zeal for this work would 
die too: but I can say, that from the earliest period of my recollec- 
tion, and { believe ! can answer also for other young ministers, we 
ielt it our duty to endeavor not only to equal our fathers, but to re- 
solve that our little fiagers should be larger than their loins : we nev- 
cr could have drawn this conclusion from an allusion to our own 
strength, but merely from the consideration of the noble cause in 
which we are engaged. It was objected by others, that in the various 
combinations it united together, the incongruous materials would of 
themselves become the seeds of destruction ; but it appears to me that 
this Society has entered into that spirit of union which is the bond of 
peace, while it requires the sacrifice of no principle. But it was im- 
agined that it was an-absurdity for a handful of men to pretend to in- 
struct the world—forgetting the small beginnings of the gospel, and 
with this inconsistency, that every man who acknowledged the bene- 


us to do it without means. With regard to'the motion I am to submit, 
f shall say very little. Jt is a motion of thanks to our excellent 
‘Treasurer. We all teel our great obligations to his services ; and if 
they had not been so great the last year as before, it was in conse- 
quence of the circumstances in which he was placed ; and I am sorr 

to say, the state of his health prevented him from doing all that his 
heart prompted. Our best thanks are due to him ; and we should 
give them with the same fervour as if he were now present. 1 will 
not withdraw without saying, that if this Society has not more distin- 
guished patrons with respect to rank, it is only because it has not 
sought that patronage, and has been satisfied to go on that broad and 
plain plan which God has so much blessed ; but we have the satisfac- 
tion to know that we have a government whose hearts are with us, 
and inclined to give all possible facility to carry our object into et- 
fect; and we know that we have princes who would willingly assist 
such aa Institution, and would plead its cause in the highest courts of 
the land. I mention this, because it might appear that there was not 
that zeal for the welfare of this Society which had been shewn for oth- 
ers. If such a notion had taken possession of any mind it was totally 


unfounded. 


Robert Steven, Esq. seconded the motion ; and referring to the Re- 
port, said he conceived that there could be but one sentiment—grati- 
tude to God who had sanctioned the proceedings of the Society ; but 
he reminded the meeting that we should consider the work but as merely 
commenced ; that very much yet remains to be done: and he hoped 
that though the present Directors were going off the stage of life, their 
sticcessors would not forsake the contest, but carry it on, till He who 
atone has right to reign shail have the universal dominion. Mr. 5. 
then read a very impressive letter from a foreign country, stating, 
that ina very respectable and dignified assembly, where a letter from 
one of the Directors of this Society, stating the suecess of our under- 
taking, was reat. the moet lively joy was depicted on cyery counte- 
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nance, and it was resolved to publish the good news throughout the 
country. 

Rev. Mr. Waugh spoke to the following effect :—I feel my mind 
involved in difficulty, Mr. Chairman, in bringing forward the motion 
of thanks to our werthy Secretary. I never could love my friend 
with half a heart ; and I must this day suppress my feelings, and 
measure my words. The restraint is the more oppressive, because, 
from the opportunity which my situation has afforded me of witnes- 
sing his worth, I‘ know no man who is better enabled to bear a faith- 
iul testimony to his claims on our gratitude. I could dweil on his 
candour and liberality of mind, on the gentleness and sincerity of his 
manners, so happily fitted to soften the asperity of our tempers, to 
conciliate our hearts, to combine our energies. Much I could say on 
his unwearied industry and ceaseless Jabor.—But I have promised 
not to wound his feelings. He neither seeks nor needs our praise. 
His record is on high. One of my brethren has, in terms and in 
tones which have left a deep impression on this assembly, adverted 
to the death of the Secretary of another Missionary Institution. Will 
you allow me to introduce 2 supposed address of the departed spirit of 
that excellent man, to my dear friend—an address that shall not hurt 
his feelings, but may do good to his heart ? ‘ Could I this day re- 
move the vail that covers the heavenly werld, the exalted spirt of An- 
drew Fuller would say, ‘ could I place you upon the summit of one 
of the luminous hills of paradise ; could I impart vigor to your visual 
faculties, and extend their powers to the almost interminable regions 
of the blessed ; could I raise your eye to the Lamb in the midst of 
the throne from whose countenance beams the felicity of the redeem- 
ed ; could I open your ear to the songs of the conquerors, and the ac- 
clamations of the martyrs, which, swelling in the majesty of thunder, 
ascend through the expanse of heaven, and fill with acceptance the 
ear of God ; could I cheer your heart with the sight of multitudes en- 
tering, in blessed succession, through the mediation of Jesus, from 
Hindoostan, from Africa, and the islands of the southern sea, the tro- 
phics of divine power, the purchase of the Saviour’s blood, the gems 
that shall ever sparkle in the Mediator’s crown, the first fruits of Mis- 
sionary labors—what inspiration would the glorious objects impart to 
your soul! Work, O, work while it is day. Whatever your mind 
tinds to suggest, whatever your hands find to do, doit now. No de- 
vice, no work in the grave! ‘Turn your moistened eye to my yet 
unburied corpse, and Jet the sight arouse, animate, and sustain your 
exertions. I did a little ; and if my constitution sunk under the pres- 
sure, | regret my nerves were not nerves of brass, and my limited 
measure of three-score and two years, did not extend to an satelaier 
vian age. Should your heart ever fecl Jangour invading her power 
of action, hasten to Calvary. There, redeeming love will invigorate 
your fading faculties, and constrain you to put forth all your strength 
in the cause of Him who bled for you. Look forward to the event- 
ful hour when the Son cf God shali pronounce over ycu the sentence 
that shail ever form your destiny ot blessedness, ‘ Well done good 
4nd faithful servant, enter thow into the sight of thy Lord.’— 
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Under the tafluence of these sentiments may you my loved friend 
and brother, ever act, and then, year after year, shall your claims to 
the grateiu! acknowledgments ct the Missionary Society become more 
powerful.—-Your claim however, this day, for your laborious and wil: 
ling services we all most feelingly recognize, and every heart and 
hand wil! second the motion [have the honor to make. 

Mr. Henry Townley, referred particularly to Hindoostan, which 
contains 100,000,000 of souls, and the great need of laborers in that 
extensive field ; he referred to the sloth of those who are crying, * a 
little more slecp, a little more slumber ;” and dwelt on the various en- 
couragements we had here to work for God. Mr. T. adverted to a 
eurious anecdote, related by one of the Missionaries in India. He 
visited a place where formerly he had seen an image, which the peo- 
ple worshipped. This was gone ; and enquiring what had become of 
their god, they answered, that the white ants had eaten him up. Well 
then, said the Missionary, tell me, did your god make you, or did you 
make your god? Does not this story, said he, say, ‘ Go to the ants 
thou sluggard, consider her ways, and be wise ? Does it not say, If 
you will not go forth to instruct the idolaters, God will send the white 
ants to convince them. Adverting to the millions of inhabitants in 
india, he stated that tlrere is not one preacher of the gospel to one mil- 
lion of souls ; and what would you think, said he, were there but one 
preacher of the gospel to the million in London? He then warm! 
exhorted young ministers to come forward, and venture all for Christ ; 
intimating also, how cesirable it is that some of the senior ministers 
should head the cause in India. Mr. ‘T. then, apologising for ap- 
parent egotism, announced that he had offered to the Society his own 
personal services in India, for a few years, and thet they had been 
accepted. On the subject of the motion, he said he had been enjoined 
silence ; and he had submitted to the probibition, both because he 
thought that iniargement was superfluous, and that he was incompe- 
tent to the task. Mr. T’. thought it an act of justice to the Chairman 
(treasurer of Hoxton College) to bear testimony to his tender and gen- 
erous conduct to him, respecting his becoming a Missionary ; he had 
certainly stated the claims of the congregation at Paddington to his 
serviccs, but he used no means to divert his attention from India. 1 
shall part with my friend said he, loving him more than ever ; and 
when in a distant land I will bow my knee before the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and pray him to pour down blessings on my kind friend and 
all his family. 

Mr. Burder gratefully acknowledged the honor conferred upon him 
by the vote of thanks, and observed, that so glorious is the work in 
which the Society is engaged, that ange!s would think themselves 
highly honored to be employed in it. From a regard to the time oi 
the audience, he forbore to dwell on those congratulations which he 
would gladly have offered on the prosperous state of the Society ; 
particularly in the accession of young men of education, and above 
all in that of the gentieman who spoke last, who, for the service ot 
Christ among the heathen had cheerfully ‘relinquished his pleasing 
connections and prospects in England. He adverted feelingly to the 
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lamented death of Mr. Fuller. ‘ We all knew, said he, and loved 
him; we knew him to be aman of sterling sense and of eminent 
piety ; an admirable preacher, an excellent writer, and a most useful 
officer of a sister Society.? Mr. B, concluded with returning thanks 
to the Society, and assuring them that as long as they should require 
his services, and his strength should be continued, he would esteem it 
his privilege to promote the Missionary cause. 

William Alers, Esq. rose to move thanks to the ministers, and ath- 
er Christian friends, in England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland, and 
in foreign countries, who had promoted the welfare of tl« Society by 
subscriptions, donations, congregational collections, or by Auxiliary 
Societies. Mr. Alers made some very judicious remarks on the funds 
of the Society, and ably refuted the objections made by some per- 
sons on account of the capital possessed by it. Mr. A. shewed. that 
were all the stuck of the Society sold out at the present price, the 
amount would only be equal to the expenditure of the Society for a 
year and a quarter, and which expenditure is rapid!y increasing,— 
that in several former years the expenditure had exceeded the income ! 
—that a great part of their present fund was derived from legacics and 
life subscriptions, which were intended by the donors to form a fund 
—that credits toa great amount were necessarily lodged with mer- 
cantile houses in foreign countries, in behalf of our Missionaries, 
and that such was the reputation of our Society, that a draft on the 
treasurer would be accepted by captains of ships, and others who 
might furaish our Missionaries with assistance equally wit! notes of 
the Bank of Englrnd. We regret that want of time, and the with- 
drawment of many, in order to be present at the succeeding service, 
prevented this very interesting address from receiving the attention it 
deserved ; and this is the more to be lamented, as unfriendly insmu- 
ations have been thrown out, tending to restrain the liberality of the 
religious public ; but it will be obvious to all candid persons that the 
exertions of the Society keep pace with the contributions of its friends, 
and that the great increase of Missionary students, and of Missionaries 
lately sent abroad, and of others who will soon be sent out, will re- 
quire the unremitted auginented exertions of ail its friends. 

Mr. Wilks observed, that as the time was far advanced, and many 
persons were retiring, he would not lessen the collection by making a 
Jong speech ; he most heartily united in the vote of thanks to minis- 
ters and Auxiliary Associations, to whose exertions the Society owed 
so much of its prosperity. Mr. W. expressed his cordial regard to 
the Institution, and, alluding to Queen Mary, whose concern for the 
tess of Calais made ber say, ‘ When I am dead you will see Calais 
written on my heart,’ said, and when I die you may find the Mis- 
sionary cause inscribed on my heart—for it is the cause of the blessed 
Son of God, who came to save us from hell, and place us at his right 
hand in glory. 

Mr. Hill moved the thanks of the meeting to the Chairman ; and 
referring to the journey of Mr. Campbell in Africa, observed how ne- 
cessary it is that Missionaries to that country should be able to civilize 
as well as evangelize the people, and that pious and useiul mechanics 
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should be sent thither, who could cultivate the ground, and add to the 
comforts of the poor natives ; and that we must look to ministers ip 
the country rather than in town for the selection of such persons. 

Mr. Griffin considered it an: honor to second Mr. Hill’s motion, 
and paid a just, though brief tribute of praise to the Chairman for his 
services rendered to this Society and to the religious world at large. 

Mr. Wilson returned thanks, and noticed the unexpected testimon 
of respect which had been paid: to him by Mr. Townley, whose wel- 
fare and success he earnestly desired. 

The increased interest which the friends of the Society take in its 
aflairs, will, we presume, render it necessary for the Directors to find 
some more capacious place of meeting for business-next year, where 
a larger number of persons may be accommodated ; it is also the 
wish of many persons that some alteration may be made in the ar- 
rangement of the services, so that the meeting to hear the Report; the 
discussions which take place, and the correspondence from abroad may 
occupy a larger portion of time. We doubt not that the public would 
readily dispense with one of the sermons for this purpose ; or one of 
them might be delivered on the ‘Tuesday evening, or else two dis- 
courses might be preached at the same hour, in remote parts of the 
metropolis. (To be continued.) 


REPORT of the Directors to the Members of the Lonpon Misston art 
Society, at their Twenty-first General Meeting, May 11, 1815. 


‘“* THE SaviouR OF THE WORLD,” intending. that the benefits of re- 
demption should be extended to sinners of every nation, enjoined his 
disciples, with his parting breath, to ‘‘ go into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature.” But yet, after the lapse of al- 
most eighteen centuries, there remain: countries of. vast extent, the 
numerous millions of whose inhabitants are in the same wretched state 
of ignorance and vice as when the Apostolic commission was given. 
It is not our‘ business, at present, to enquire into the causes of this 
deplorable fact, but it is our bounden duty, as the disciples of Christ 
and the friends of man, to use our best endeavors for the further pro- 
pagation of the gospel, and to extend, as widely .as possible, the in- 
estimable blessings of revelation to all the human race. This is the 
sole object of the Missionary Society, in pursuit of which it has been 
incessantly laboring for twenty years ; and we are now once morc 
assembled to take a view of our proceedings, and to adopt the best 
Measures we can devise to promote the future prosperity of the Insti- 
tution. 

The Directors, honored with your confidence by being entrusted 
with the management of your affairs for the past year, will now ac- 
cording to annual custom, present a brief account of their proceesiings 
during that period. 


SOCIETY ISLANDS IN THE SOUTH SEA. 
The information respecting the happy change of affairs in the 
Otaheitan mission, which the Directors had the pleasure to announce. 
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in the last Report, has been abundantly confirmed by letters of sub- 
sequent date. The brethren, in a letter dated Eimeo 23d of April 1814, 
observe, that they are now able to change the language of complaint 
for that of gladness ; they state that the good work of conversion ap- 
peared to be going forward ; and that the number of those who had 
renounced their idols and desired to be considered as the worshippers 
of Jehovah, amounted toFirry. They report that these persons are, 
in general, regular in their attendance on the means of instruction ; 
that they are in the habit of retirement for secret prayer ; that many 
of them pray in their families, and ask a blessing on their food ; that 
they -carefully observe the Sabbath, associate to hold meetings for 
prayer, and that their moral conduct is greatly improved. Some of 
them appear to have experienced an inward change, evinced by their 
loving what once they hated, and hating the evil ways which once they 
dJoved ; that they are desirous of having their sins pardoned, and their 
hearts renewed ; and that they seem to be sensible of the need of 
divine influence to effect this. They add, that in consequence of this 
profession, their neighbors deride them, and distinguish them by the 
name of Buree Atua—* the praying people.” In this pleasing in- 
telligence every member of the Society will doubtless rejoice, and 
give glory to God. Hereafter, let no Missionary, in any age or coun- 
try, however long his patience may be tried, cespair of final success. 
The word of God shall not return unto him void. 

As yet, the brethren have not left the island.of Eimeo, to return to 
Otaheite, nor has king Pomarre recovered his sovereign authority ; but 
some persons of consequence in Otaheite are among the professed con- 
verts. Achief, named Upaparu, and his people, have removed from 
that island to Eimeo, to enjoy the instructions of the Missionaries ; and 
although he has been importuned by his friends to return to idolatry, 
he appears to be steady in his profession: he says that his brother, 
Teirez, another chief, is like-minded with himself, and that a great num- 
ber of the people are desirous of instruction ; indeed many of them, 
although to their present disadvantage, have removed their residence 
to Eimeo. It .is pleasing to notice among the converts .Watupupa, 
who was a priest and a principal Areoi. 

Nor is this disposition to receive the Gospel confined to Eimeo or to 
Otaheite. Mr. Nott, accompanied by Mr. Hayward, took a voyage to 
Huaheine, Raiatea, and Taha, preaching to the natives wherever 
they could collect them together, and were much pleased with their 
steady and fixed attention. At Huaheine they met with a young chief, 
who had been at Eimeo, who treated them kindly, and expressed a 
desire that Missionaries might be sent to his island. He professes 
himself a Christian, has cast off his gods, and observes the Sabbath. 
Indeed ‘‘ the gods,” says Mr. Nott, ‘‘ have-fallen into great disrepute, 
and the people scruple not to call them ‘ bad spirits,—‘ foolish spirits,’ 
while they acknowledge Jehovah to be the ‘ Good Spirit.’ ” 

The brethren are proceeding with the building of a small vessel, 
which, when completed, will enable them to visit other islands, and 
greatly contribute to the extension of their usefulness. 

A circumstance of a singular nature has lately occurred : Captain 
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Sir Thomas Staines, on the 17th of September, 1814, fell in with an 
island, which it is thought must be that named Putcairn’s (or Incar- 
nation,) where he found forty persons, all of whom could speak En- 
glish, and who proved to be the descendants of part of the crew of the 
Bounty, who mutined in the year 1790, and who took the ship to this 
island, where it was destroyed. The people had never seen a vesse} 
since that time, except the American ship Topaz, Captain Folgar, 
who touched there about six years ago. The people are reported to 
be moral and religiously inclined, and are under the direction of an 
old man, named John Adams, the only survivor of the mutineers, 
The Directors of the Society will consider what can be done for the 
spiritual benefit of these people, at present cut off from all intercourse 
with society. 

The Missionaries at Otaheite have very laudably engaged in trans- 
lating a portion of the Scriptures into the language of the natives, 
which they have printed at Port Jackson for dispersion among the 
islanders. 

The pleasing change which has taken place in the South Sea mis- 
sions, and the earnest request of the Missionaries, induced the Direc- 
tors to determine on sending additional laborers to promote the promi- 
sing work.--Four brethren, with their wives, are nearly ready to 
embark ; they are acquainted with some useful arts, and will be able 
besides affording religious instruction to the natives, to print whatever 
may be wanted, for the use of the mission, as well as to promote other 
branches of civilization. 

And here it may not be improper to note, that some of the brethren 
who many years ago left the mission at Otaheite, and settled at New 
Holland, having been very useful in furthering the cause of religion in 
that growing colony, either by preaching the gospel statedly, or by 
keeping schools. It is pleasing to notice the establishment of a Phi- 
Janthropic Society, for the protection of strangers from the islands. 
And Mr. Shelly, formerly our Missionary, has presented to the gov- 
ernor of New South Wales, (a gentleman who promutes every good 
work, and to whom our grateful aknowledgments are due,) a memorial 
on the subject of civilizing the natives, which his Excellency has for- 
warded to England tor the consideration of his Majesty’s government. 
In the mean time, Mr. Shelly is encouraged by Governor Macquarie 
to use his best endeavors for that desirable purpose.* 


* Since the Report was read, a letter las been received from Eimeo, 
dated June 19, 1814, which states, that, since the cate of their last 
(April 23, 1814,) Messrs. Nott and Hayward had returned, having vi- 
sited three islands, viz. Huaheine, Ulietea, and Taha. ‘The peple every 
where treated them with kindness, and Mr. Nott preached to large and 
attentive congregations, wh, contrary to former practice, assembled of 
their own accord ; intelligence from Tahcite and Eimeo having made 
favorable impressions on their minds. ‘* In short,” say the missionaries, 
“there is much encouragemeut, (did our circumstances allow of it,) to 
commence a mission in any of the Society Islands, and the chiefs wish 
it much, Ufapfaru and others, to the number of TwENTy-sIz, have 
been added to the number of profcssed worshippers of the true God, 
since the date of the above.” 
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JAVA. 

The three foreign brethren, the Rev. Messts. Kam, Supper, and 
Bruckner, who embarked for Java at the close of the year 1813, ar- 
rived at Batavia on the 26th of May, 1814. They were most kindly 
received by Rev. Dr. Ross, the venerable Dutch minister of the city, 
and introduced by him to his Excellency Governor Raffles, who treat- 
ed them in the most polite and condescendmg manncr, and they had 
the pleasure of witnessing soon after their arrival, in the Governor’s 
house, the establishment of an Auxiliary Bible Society, of which Mr. 
Supper was appointed Foreign Secretary. 

Dr. Ross lost no time is disposing of the brethren, so that they might 
be usefully employed. Mr. Kam was directed to Amboyna to ofliciate 


in the Dutch church, while he learns the Malay language. Part of 


the island is inhabited by Chinese. 

Mr. Bruckner, another of the Missionaries, is appointed minister 
of Samarang, Mr. Montanus, the former minister, bemg incapacitated 
for labor by age. Mr. Bruckner will here apply himself to the lan- 
guage of the country. 

Mr. Supper was earnestly requested by Dr. Ross to become his col- 
league in the church, there being far more ministerial duty than one 
minister is able to perform.—Mr. Supper’s appointment, as well as 
that of the other brethren, was cordially approved by the Governor, 
who shewed himself perfectly ready to forward the views of the Socie- 
ty. Mr. Robinson, a Baptist Missionary, of whom our brethren 
speak very respectfully, preaches every Sunday aiternoon, in the 
eame church, in the Malay language. 

The field of labor in Batavia, and throughout the island of Java, is 
exceedingly large : ‘*‘ Our number,” say the Missionaries, “ is like 
the dust of the balance ;” and they earnestly wish that more laborers 
may he sent to their assistance. . 

The Society cannot but rejoice in these favorable events. The 
safety of their voyage, their friendly reception, and their appointments 
to useful stations, in which they may exercise their ministry, while 
preparing for their special work among the Heathen, call for our de- 
vout thanksgivings. 


MAURITIUS, OR ISLE OF FRANCE. 

Mr. Le Brun, who arrived at the Isle of France in June last, 

was received by his Excellency Governor Farquhar in a friendly 
manner, and the Society is much indebted to that gentleman for his 
kindness shewn to our Missionaries. Soon after his arrival, Mr. Le 
Brun was permitted to announce, in the Government Gazette, his in- 
tention of establishing a school for the instruction of those children 
among the French, whose patents could not afford the means of educa- 
tion. He has since commenced a Sunday school, for the children ot 
both sexes, at different hours of the day, when several of the parents 
attend, and seem pleased, especially in joining to sing the French 
hymns which were furnished to Le Brun at the Society’s expense. 
Mr. Le Brun takes every opportunity of circulating the Scriptures 
and Tracts with which he was also plentifuliy supplied. 
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We must not omit to mention, that some pious soldiers of the 72d 
regiment have voiuntarily contributed 35/. to the funds of this Socie- 
ty, which the Directors acknowledge with peculiar pleasure, as a 
proof of their commendable zeal to impart to their fellow-men the 
blessings of the gospel which they have learned to prize. 

The Governor having expressed his earnest desire to promote a 
mission to the island of Madagascar, the Directors have resolved to 
commence that work as soon as proper instruments can be obtained, 
vith which they hope oon to be furnished. 

(T’o be continued.) 


lt GB 
Bricf View of the Baplist Missionary Society. 


Tis Society was formed in 1792 ; is conducted by a Committee ; 
which at first consisted of only jive persons, but now of thirty-four ; 
chiefly Ministers, who are chosen at the annual meeting of the Society, 
held alternately at Kettering and Northampton. 

Tuomas Kine, of Birmingham, Treasurer, 
Anprew Funter, of Kettering, Secretary. 

The funds of the Soeiety are divided into two branches ; one for 
4be Mission, and the other for the Translations of the Scriptures. 

Its resources consist of annual subscriptions and donations, Auxilia- 
ry Societies, donations from Bible and other Associations, congrega- 
tional collections, and legacies. 

——— 


AUXILIARY SOCIETIES, &c. 


Auxiliary Societies are formed tn Lonpon aNnp ITS vicinity, af 
Wild Street, Eagle Street, Shoe Lane, Prescott Street, Unicorn Yard, 
Maze Pond, Dean Street, Blackfriars Road, Wulworth, and Hammer- 
smith—Ix tHe Country, at Ackrington, Amersham, Arnsby, Birming- 
ham, Bratton, Bristol, Cambridge, Clipstone, Colchester, Cottesbrook, 
Denton, Exeter, Halstead, Hants and Wilts, Kettering, Kingsbridge, 
Leighton, Luton, Liverpool, Margate, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, North- 
ampton, Oakham, Olney, Plymouth, Plymouth Dock, Portsea, Potters 
Street, Princes-Risborough, Road, Sabden, Shortwood, Stoke-Ash, 
Ktoke-Green, Sussex, Tetbury, Tewksbury, Uley, Walling ford, War- 
wick, and Woolwich. Total 51. 

Various Associations are formed, which are not auxiliary to any So- 
ciety in particular, but apply their funds, in the way of donation, to 
euch as they think most in need, or most deserving. From Associa- 
tions of this description, both in England and Scotland, donations have 
‘been received. 

In cities and large towns collections are made ; as at the Loxpow 
aunual meeting, at Norwich, Cambridge, Reading, Portsea, Plymouth 
Dock, Bristol, Birmingham, Leicéiter, Nottingham, Liverpool, Man- 
chester, Leeds, Hull, Scarbro,’ Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Salisbury, and 
#"! the Congregations connected with the Hants and Wilts Society. 
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In Scorianp, besides annual subscriptions, donations have been re- 
mitted from Societies, and a liberal collection made once in two or 
three years, when they have been visited by some one or more of the 
Society. 

In Wa es collections have been made at their annual Associations. 

From Irevanp, and the Untrep Srares of America, liberal collec- 
tions have been received for the Translations. 

The number of legacies to the Society has been considerable. 


——= 
PART I. 
MISSIONARY STATIONS, AS THEY EXISTED IN JUNRB, 1814. 
ASIA. 


Stations in the order of time in which they were established. 


Tue Missionary Stations in the East amount to twenty, some of 
which, as Sirdhana:and Amboyna, must be full 4000 miles distant 
from each other. 


1. SERAMPORE AND CALCUTTA. 


Misstonaries, Drs. Carey and Marshman, Messrs. Ward, Lawson, 
Eustace Carey, who has arrived, and Mr. Yates on his voyage, and 
seven Native Brethren, viz. Krishna, Sebukrama, Bhagvat, Neelo, 
Manika, J ahans, and Cawhano. 


The Station at Serampore was established in 1799, about six years. 
after the arrival of Messrs. Thomas and Carey as missionaries in 
India. Serampore is about fifteen miles north from Calcutta, on the 
western bank of the river Hoogly. The principle on which they 
agreed to act was, that no one should engage in any private trade, but 
that whatever was procured by any member of the family should be ap- 
propriated to the benefit of the mission. It is on this principle that 
Dr. Cary in the College, Dr. Marshman in the school, and Mr. Ward 
in the printing-office, have each contributed considerably more than 
1000/. a-year to the undertaking. The premises occupied for the 
mission cost near 4000. sterling, were purchased at three different 
times ; and are vested in the Missionaries as trustees for the Society. 
They contain dwelling houses for the Missionaries, school rooms, and 
a spacious hall for public worship ; also a printing office, in which 
ten presses are constantly employed ; a type foundery, in which are 
cast types for the greater part of the eastern languages ; and a mill 
for making paper, which is expected to cost 10,000 rupees, or 12501. 
sterling. ‘The materials for making paper grows in great abundance 
in the country. If success attend this undertaking, it will probably 
oe a great blessing to the whole country. At this station the trans- 
ation of the Scriptures has been carried to an extent exceeding all ex- 


pectation and example. The Missionaries, by their own Society, by 





ng gn OE eae Brat a . 


- 











i 
: 
‘ 
« 
t 
; 





992 Brief View of thé Buptist Missionary Society. TOck. 


the British and Foreign Bible Society,* by the liberality of the Chiis. 
tian public in Britain and America, and by their own literary labors, 
have been enabled, in different degrees, to translate the Scriptures, into 
twenty-seven languages, and to print them in nearly the same number, 
afiording a prospect of the most important advantages to the im- 
mense population of Asia. A particular account of these translations 
will be giveu in the second part of this Brief View. 

At the request of the inhabitants ot Serampore, and with the con- 
currence of Government, they preach in the parish church ; but ac- 
cept of no pecuniary reward for their services. 

At this station Dr. Marshman keeps a boarding-school for young 
gentlemen, and Mrs. Marshtnan another for young ladies ; besides 
which, they conduct a charity-school upon the Lancansterian, or Brit- 
ish System, for the children of the poor. * 

Soon after the Missionaries were settled at Serampore, Mr. Carey 
being appointed Professor of Sungskrit, Bengalee, and Mabratta in 
the College of Fort William, and his colleagues having frequent occa- 
sion to be at Catcuria, they were invited to preach there ina pti- 
vate house. 

Since then a commodious place of worship has been erected at near- 
ly 40001. expense. Here a respectable congregation attends, and a 
very considerable number of Hindoos, Mussulmans, Portuguese, Ar- 
menians, and Europeans have been added to the church, and several 
native converts of good talents are employed in preaching from house 
to house, and in different parts of the city. From this branch of the 
church many have been called to the ministry, and sent to other sta- 
tions up the country. Here several of the native preaciers, particu- 
larly Kreeshno and Selbukram have been very successful in preaching 
the gospel, both among the natives and the European soldiers in Fort 
William. Sixty soldiers of the 42d regiment have lately been formed 
into a distinct church, with three pastors and four deacons, on accoun! 
of their being often divided and detached on particular services. 

_ Amongst the Hindoos who have been baptized, many are Brah- 
mans, and others of high cast. Early in the year 1815, several a 
this description, not many miles from Serampore, obtained the knowl- 
edge of the truth, and met for Christian worship on the Lord’s day, 
before they had any intercourse with the Missionaries, simply by 
reading the Scriptures. These were soon afterwards baptized, and 
reported that by the same means as many as a bundred of their ncigh- 
bors were convinced of the truth of the Christian religion, and were 
kept back from professing it only by the fear of losing cast, and it: 
consequences. Four others, Hindoos of high cast, were baptized. 
Nov. 30, 1813. . In Calcutta and its vicinity seven native Brethren 
were employed in preaching, &c. They were supported by differ- 
ent friends of the gospel there and in England. Sebukram preaches 
in twenty different places ; Bhagvat, at cleven ; Neelo, in about ten 


* The Committee of this Society have liberally contributed in aid of 
translating and printing the Scriptures, at Serampore, & 10,500, since the 
year 1506, exclusive of 2000 reams of paper, to replace that which was 
destroyed by the five at Serampore ; value 2635 4, March, 1°35. 
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private houses ; Manika, at six others. These four preach regularly 
during the week at forty-seven different houses. In the Fort, where 
the Missionaries used to be prohibited from preaching, there are meet- 
ings every morning and evening, throughout the whole week, either for 
prayef, preaching, or religious conversation. 


At Calcutta a school-honse has been erected by the Missionaries, capa- 
ble of containing 800 children, divided into two parts, one for boys and 
the other for girls, where they are taught to read the Scriptures in the 
Bengalee and English languages, also writing and accounts, on what is 
now termed * The British System.” The objects of the “* BENEVOLENT 
INSTITUTION” are the children of the poor of various nations, including 
the children of Europeans by native women (a neglected and destitute 
class of society,) of Armenians, Hindoos, Mussulmans, natives of Suma- 
tra, Mosambique, and Abyssinia, and especially those of the Portuguese 
Catholics, thousands of whom were wandering about the streets in all 
manner of vice and wretchiedness. Nearly 500 are already on the books 
of the school, Mr Leonard, a pious and active man, superintends it. 
One of the monitors of this school voluntarily went with Mr. Thompson 
to Patna, and there established a school for native Christians ; and anoth- 
er, the sonof Mr. Leonard, accompanied Mr. Robinson to Java, where 
schools on a similar principle are opened. At Zaldanga also, about ten 
miles west of Serampore. and at Vidyuvattee, a large village lying be- 
tween them, schools have been opened 

WV. B These schools, and others ai different missionary stations, are 
so Conducted as to render a Christian teacher unnecessary : a heathen for 
the sake of the salary, will superintend them, and must go through the 
process, or be detected. And as in all the schools the Scriptures are 
taught, heathens thus Lecome the instruments of instructing heathen 
children in the principles of Christianity. 


2. DINAGEPORE AND SADAMAH'L. 


Ignatius Fernandez. 


DINAGEPORE is 2@ City, estimated to contain 40,000 inhabitants, sit- 
uated about 240 miles north of Calcutta. Being in the neighborhood of 
Mudnabatty and Moypauildiggy, the places where Messrs. Carey and 
‘Thomas first settled ; they frequently visited it. In 1797 Mr. Ignatius 
Fernandez, of this city, embraced the gospel and built a place of wor- 
ship. He was afterwards baptised, and in January 1804, a church was 
formed, of which he was ordained pastor. 

A school is established at this statron which contains 45 children, and 
is on the increase. 

At Sudamahi, afew miles from Dinagepore, Mr. Fernandez has indigo 
works, at which several of the members being employed, they have 
Christian worship there, and form a branch of the Dinagepore Church, 
Sixty-one Hindoos have embraced the gospel at this station. 


3. CUTWA. 
Mr. William Carey, Kangalee, Muthoora, Vishnuva, Buluram, and 


Kanta. 


CutTwWa isa town on the western bank of the Hoogly, in the district of 
Burdwan, about 75 miles north of Calcutta. 

This station was formed by Mr. Clramberlain, in 1804. Besides estab- 
lishing a school, he labored much in preaching the word in the neighbor- 
hood, and with considerable success. Here Kangalee and Brindabund, 
two useful native preachers, were brought to believe in Christ. From 
this place Mr. Chamberiain made excursions to Berhampore, where he 
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was useful among the soldiers ; also to the neighborhood of Lakra-koon- 
da, in the district of Beerbhoom, 60 miles northwest of Cutwa, where a 
thriving branch of the church, and several schools are now established 
under the superintendance of Mr. W. Carey, aided by Kangalee antl 
other native brethren, who read the Scriptures and preach to the natives. 
Mr W. Carey has been advised by his Brethren at Serampore to enlarge 
the number of schools. There are a few pious soldiers who have been 
baptised at Berhampore. The clergyman has given them a place to meet 
in for worship, and officiates there imself occasionally. 


4. RANGOON. 


Mr. Feliz Carey and Mr. Judson. 


RanGoon is the chief seaport of the Burman empire, about 670m. S.B. 
from Calcutta, containing 5000 houses. ‘This city was in March 1814, a 
second time since the establishment of the station in 1807, reduced te 
ashes ! 

JV. B. The Mission house and printing press were preserved from the 
flames. 

Mr. Felix Carey has continued there from the beginning, and has lately 
been joined by Mr.Judson. Mr.F. Carey has made considerable progress 
in translating the Scriptures into the Burman language, and has lately ob- 
tained permission of the Emperor to set up a press for printing them ; 
but for this purpose he is required to remove to Ava the capital, which is 
about 500 miles east of Caicuttae Two stations will be thus established 
in Burmah, at the two extremities of the empire. This country borders 
on China. Mr. F. Carey also designs to translate the Scriptures inte 
the Siamese and Pegue languages. 


2. JESSORE. 


William Thomas, Pram-das, Pran-Krishna, Suphul-rama, Punchanun, 
Manika-sha, and Nurottuma. 


JESsoRE isa district in the east of Bengal, about 70 m. E. N. E. from 
Calcutta, containing 1,200,000 inhabitants, in the proportion of nine Ma- 
homedans to seven Hindoos. In 1807 a church was formed there, com- 
posed entirely of native converts, and in 1808 a station was established 
at Chowgacha. William ‘Thomas, a young man, country-born,* who was 
baptised at Calcutta, and who on trial gave great satisfaction, superin- 
tends this church, which has four branches, each about sae | miles apart; 
at which branches the other native preachers are stationed. 


6. GOAMALTY. 


Ram Prusad. 


GoaMALTY is situated near the ancient city of Gour, between Cutwa 
and Dinagepore, about 200 miles north of Calcutta. 

At this station, after the death of Messrs. Grant and Creighton, Mr. 
Mardon was placed, in 1808, to superintend the Bengalee schoois which 
had been opened under their patronage. Here a church has been formed, 
which with the schools, are superintended at present by the Hindoo 
brother Ram Prusad. The people in these parts are very desirous of 
schools. In 1813the station was removed to a town called English Bazar, 
not far from the former. 

There are 127 children in the schools at this station. 


* So those whe are born in India of Hindoo mothers are called. 
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7. DIGAH. 


Messrs. Moore and Rowe, assisted by Brindabund. 


Dic an near Patna in Hindostan, is situated about 320 miles N. W. of 
‘Calcutta, on the south bank of the Ganges. It was established a station 
in 1809 by Mr. Moore. 

At present Messrs. Moore and Rowe are engaged in an European 
school, and superintend three native schools, containing about a hundred 
children. Brindabund, a native Christian, has been very active in preach- 
ing and conversing with the people The society here possesses a valua- 
ble mission house, and they have procured ground to erect a school 
house. A rich native of Benares hasagreed to give 300 rupees per month 
for the support of a school, for the reception of all classes. A striking 
proof of the beneficial operations of the gospel upon the heathens, even 
where conversion is not produced. 


8. BALASORE. 


John Peter an Armenian, and Juggunat’ha. 


BALASORE in Orissa is about 120 miles 8. W of Calcutta, and in the 
vicinity of the temple of Jaggernaut. This station was estabilshed early 
in 1810, by Mr. John Peter, an Armenian. 

The labors of Mr. Peter, and of his late assistant, Kreeshnoo-das, 
have been very successful. An edition of the Scriptures in the Orissa 
language has been distributed. Several persons engaged in the immediate 
service of the idol have accepted the New Testament. Before John Pe- 
ter came to this place even Portuguese worshipped the idol. A Brahman 
of high cast, named Juggunat’ha, has lately thrown away his poitou, been 
baptized, and preaches the gospel. 


9. AGRA. 


Messrs. Peacock and M‘Intosh. 


AcRA isa lage city situated on the banks of the Jumna, nearly 800 m. 
N. W of Calcutta, and 117 miles S. E. of Delhi, the capital of the pro- 
vince of Agra, and of Hindoostan, The station was established in 1811, 
by Messrs. Chamberlain and Peacock.* 

Several persons have been baptised, and a church formed. At pres- 
ent the station is occupied by Messrs. Peacock and M‘Intosh, who are 
diligently employed in a European school, which enables them to estab- 
lish schools among the natives. One of these is supported by a Christian 
lady. The language of this part of the country is called Hinduwee, dia- 
metrically different from Hindost’hanee. 


10. NAGPORE. 





Mr. , and Ram-mohun. 


NacporE isin the Mahratta Country, 615 miles west of Calcutta. 
Its population has been estimated at 80,000 inhabitants There is no 
Missionary sent by the society to this station ; but a gentleman whose 
heart is much engaged in the work, has been long actively employed in 
nn the aceigtunes, and in other engagements of a missionary 

ind. 


* Guthrie says, “ The frrovince of Agra contains 40 reg towns, and 
340 villages. Agra is the greatest city, and its castle the largest fortifi- 
cation ix all the Indies.” Its buildings however have for some time been 
ina ruinous state. 
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In 1812 he visited Serampore and joined the church there. He ex- 
pected to baptize several natives on his return. A school is established, 
and the Scriptures are read at the houses of many by the beys educated 
init. The parents encourage their boys to learn that they may obtain 
books, and many of their mothers occasionally attend at the schools to 
hear the Scriptures read. One boy reads the Testament to seven or 
eight people in his father’s house, and some who have there heard the 
Scriptures have attended at the schools to hearthem read There were 
$4 belonging to the school An attempt is making at Nagpore to trans- 
late the Scriptures into the Goandee ; the inquirers here are daily in- 
creasing. Ram-mohun, a native preacher, is at this station. 


11. COLUMBO. 


Mr. Chater. 


Corumso, in Ceylon, about 1220 miles S.S W. from Calcutta, estab- 
lished in 1812. This island is said to contain 270,000 inhabitants, of 
whom 50,000 bear ¢he Christian name. A large edition of the New 
Testament in Cingalese has lately been printed for their use at Seram- 
pore, at the expense of the Calcutta Bible Society. Mr. and “irs. Chater 
have estabiished a boarding-school, and obtained a place of worship. 
He appears to be much esteemed, and to have a — of usefulness, 
He has already got access to the natives, one of whom he considers 
another “ Cornelius,” with whom he has had several conversations on 
the gospel through an interpreter. Mr Chater has mare some profi- 
ciency in Cingalese. He is very desirous of some brother to assist in 
preaching the gospel. 


12. PATNA. 


Mr. Thompson. 


Patxa is a city of Hindostan proper, the capital of Behar, 320 miles 
N. W. from Calcutta, on the south bank of the Ganges, said to contain 
500.000 inhabitants.* 

The station was established in 1812, by Mr. Thompson. He is coun- 
trv-born, and able to preach in three languages, English, Bengalee, and 
Hindost’hanee. He has a pleasing prospect of success, and appears, by 
the distribution of portions of the Sbriptures, and Tracts in the Hindee, 
Persian, Bengaiee, and Arabic languages, to have produced considerable 
interest and inguiry. A school upon the British System has been estab- 
lished by Mr. ‘Thompson, asssisted by a lad from the Calcutta school. 
‘The aged father of a Mussulman who was presented with a copy of the 
Gospel, mentioned that upwards of twenty-five Persees Mussalmans at- 
tend to the reading of the Gospels by his son daily, in the school of a 
Mouluvec, where the young man is placed, and where they meet for in- 
struction. 

13. BOMBAY. 


Ca rapeit Aratoon. 


Bomsay or Surat, situated on the western side of the great peninsula’ 
of India, at the distance of 1010 miles west of Calcutta. By the istribu- 
tion of tracts in English and other languages there is a spirit of enquiry 
among all ranks— Armenians, English, Mussulmans, Hindoos, Parsees, 
and Portuguese. The Armenians in Bombay are numerous ; the Par- 
sees about 20,000 ; there are 1500 temples, and 11,000 houses of Mussul- 


*Anew station has been attempted at Dhacca during the last year. 
This ts a district in the eastern quarter of Bengal, 180 miles from Cal- 


cutta. The number of inhabitants are estimated to cxcced 150,000, °F ) 


whom more than one half are Mahomedans. 
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mans ; 200,000 Hindons, 15 houses of Jews ; 20 houses of Europeans, 
besides the military officers ; and 100 houses of Portuguese. 

This station was formed by Carafieit dratuon in 181%. He first stop- 
ped at Bombay, but afterwards went to Surat, where his wife was born, 
who of course umlerstands the Guzeratee language ; in which a fount of 
types are preparing for printing the Scriptures. He himself can read 
the Mahratta Testament ; so that the dialect spoken there will be easily 
acquired, 

14. CHITTAGONG. 


Mr. Du Bruyn. 

CuItTTAGOnc lies in the eastern extremity of Bengal, on the borders 
of the 1mmense forests of Teak Wood, wiich divide the British domin- 
ions from the Burman empire. It is about 230 miles east of Calcutta 

This station was formed in 1812 by Mr. Du Bruyn. The prospect is 
manne The people are solicitous for the education of their chil- 

ren. 


15. SIRDHANA. 


Mr. Chamberlain, and Purum-anunda. 

SIRDHANA is the capital of a small independent territory 50 miles N. 
of Delhi and Hindoostan, beyond Agra, near the Punjab, or country of 
the Sieks. It is about 920 miles N. W. from Calcutta At Sirdhana Mr. 
Chamberlain arrived in 1813, at the request of the Prime Minister of 
Her Highness the Begum Sombre, by whom he has been favorably re- 
ceived, From this place Mr. C. says “ a correspondence may be opened 
with the Punjab, Shreenugar, and Kashmer, and that the Shikh Rajah 
lias expressed a desire to have a teacher for his children.” Five schools 
are already established for teaching Persian and Hindost’hanee. Mr.C is 
much assisted by Purum-anuanda, aconverted Brahmin. ‘Lhey have been 
employed of late in preaching and circulating the “criptures at Delhi ; 
ulso at Hurdwar. where 100,000 pilgrims of different nations were assem- 
bled. A Shikh Rajah with 30,00 followers applied to him ior the Scrip- 
tures. 

16. JAVA. 


Messrs. Robinson and Riley. 

This station was formed by Mr. Robinson, who arrived at the island in 
1813. His first residence was at Weltevreden, but be has since takena 
house, and opened a school at Molenuliet, within a mile of Batavia, and 
2350 miles S 3. E. from Calcutta Serious soldiers have for a considera- 
ble time been resident in the island, and a church has latciy been formed. 
A literary society, with the permission of Government, has ordered an edi- 
tion of the Scriptures in the Malay language, for the use of the Malay 
Christian inhabitants, to be printed at Serampore, to which the Governor 
General is said to have subscribed 10,000 rupees). Mr hiley, and a na- 
tive preacher, have lately jomed him from Calcutta. A son of Mr. Leon- 
ard accompanied Mr. Robinson, and has established a school upon the 
British System at Java. Mr R. is studying both the Malay and Javanese 
languages The Malays in general speak Portuguese, and Mr. R has 
— to Calcutta for a Portuguese brother to come and lve amongst 
tuem. 


17. PANDUA. 


F rishnoo, 
PANbwvaA lies at the north-east extremety of Bengal, 510 miles N. E. 
from Calcutta, and within a fortnight’s journey on foot to China. 
This station was formed in 1815, by Krishnoo, a zealous and indefatigable 
native preacher, who has baptised several persons. A school house also is 
erected. (Zo be continued.) 
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Connecticut Bible Society. 


THE Committee of Correspondence, of the Connecticut Bible So- 
ciety, beg leave to call the attention of the Christian public to the objects 
ot the society, and the importance of disseminating the word of divine 
trath. Your liberality has enabled the society to supply the destitute of 
this state, as their necessities have come to their knowledge, and to ex- 
tend the word of eternal life to our destitute brethren of many other states, 
‘The Report, which has been annually published, shows you what hag 
been done, and how your money has been disposed of ; and we trust it 
has been according to the wishes of those who have patronized the in- 
stitution. 

At the date of the last Report, there were on hand 176 Bibles Since 
that time the Directing Committee have purchased 1583, making 1759, 
‘These have been disposed of as follows : 


Yo subscribers, ati a - - ol = « 9g 
New-Orleans, - ¥ ae'ttes 1% - - 4500 
Montreal, - = - - oe * grits 500 
Cayuga Bible Society, I ook oe ee ee 
Bible Society, Union College, - - - + - §9 
Newgate Prison, . - - - ° eon ag 60 
Ship Zephyr and Sandwich Islands, - - - «+ 59 
Female Society, Williamstown, - S72 at he ogy 
Sundry places inthe State, - - - = = 9%§ 

On hand, Sept. 12. - ° ~ ° = ° “ 17 

1759 


tp addition to these 600 French Ribies have been received, for which an 
appropriation of 500 dollars was made last year. ‘Lhe expense of these 
will exceed that sum upwards of 100 dollars. 400 of these are to be sent 
to New-Orlcans, and its vicinity, and 200 to the French inhabitants of 
Canada. In both these places the French Bible is much wanted, as mul- 
titudes of the people are unable to read the English language ; and we 
are warranted to assert they will be joyfully received. 

In consequence of pressing applications from New-Orleans, Montreal, 
and other places, the Committee were induced to purchase and dis- 
tribute the number of Bibles above mentioned ; and upon examining the 
Treasurer’s accounts they find the sum in his hands is not sufficient to 
meet the expenses which have been already incurred _ By this state- 
ment you will see the necessity of the friends of the mstitution making 
exertions to replenish the funds, by contributing themselves, and stimu- 
lating others to ** go and do likewise.” ‘The field for extending the gitt 
of benevolence is wide. We have constant applications for more Br 
bles. We hear the cries of those who are perishing for the word of life, 
irom the city and the wilderness ; from your brethren and children who 
have gone from you into the new settlements, and from the stranger, 
into whose wounded hearts it 1s our duty to pour the balm of gospel con- 
solation. But without your aid, we must hear those cries, without being 
able to afford relief; and we must mourn in secret, while they perish for 
lack of vision. a 

The Agents, who are appointed in the several ecclesiastical societies, 
are ready to receive your donations, and will faithfully transmit them to 
the Treasurer of the Bible Society. We are persuaded they will not so- 
licit your aid in vain. Every one who contributes three dollars is enti- 
tled to two bibles, as often as he pays that sum ; and any person who 
pays forty dollars becomes a memvper for life, and may receive two Bi- 
blesa year. Donations of smaller sums will be pratefully received. Let 


it be remembered that he who gives sufficient to purchase a Bible will 
supply a destitute person, or family, with the word of etcrnal life. which 
will, perhaps, be the means of saving a soul, and it may be many souls, 
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from eternal destruction. Can any one, who regards the souls of his 
fellow creatures, refuse to give so small a sum, to accomplish so benevo- 
Jent and important an object? Think what joyful consequences may result 
from the gift Think of the multitudes perishing in ignorance. Think 
of your privileges, and who hath made you to differ ; and what have 
you that you did not receive? Why hath God distinguished you with his 
gifts, but that you may improve them, and extend them to others? You 
would not refuse to send bread to him that is perishing with hunger ; and 
is it not infinitely more important that you regard those who are perish- 
ing with a famine of the word of God ! 

We earnestly invite all the friends of Zion to commiserate the deplo- 
rable condition of the poor and destitute, who have, equally with us, im- 
mortal souls to be saved or lost, and with us are bound to the judgment 
seat of Christ, and to a vast eternity. Can you content yourselves with 
the riches of God’s word, while you know there is a famine of the word 
among multitudes of our brethren ? You are encouraged to contribute to 
this good work, by the success which has accompanied your past liberal- 
ity. Much has been done, but much remains to be done “ Be not 
weary in well doing.” New and extensive fields are continually opening, 
which need the seed of God’s word to be sown uponthem. You are en- 
couraged by theexample of others ‘The Christian world is awake to 
the importance of this subject. Do you not wish to bear a part in this 
glorious work, and share the blessedness of having done something toward 
enlightening a dark world with the rays of gospel light? Cast your mite 
into the Lord’s treasury, and you shall not lose your reward. None need 
fear they shall be impoverished by their liberality. It is written, “ Give, 
and it shall be given unto you again. The liberal soul shall be made fat, 
and he that watereth shall be watered also himself.’ But “ there is that 
withholdeth more than is meet, and it tendeth to poverty.” 

Cautvin CnapPin, 
I. Lorp SKINNER, Committce of 
Henry A. Rowxanp, ( Correspondence. 
SAMUEL Goopricnu, 

Hartford, September 13, 1815. 





Cayuga Bible Society. 

A Bible Society was formed at the Court House of Cayuga County, 
Sfate of New York, on the 23d of February last, by the name and style of 
the Cayuga Bible Society. The following is a list of its officers for the 
current year, viz. 

Rev. Hezex1an N. Wooprvrr, President. 
WILL14Nn Brown, Esq. Vice-President. 
Rev. S—etu SmirnH, Secretary. 

Mr. Horace Hiius, 7reasurer. 


Rev. Royal Phelps, 

Rev. Levt Parsons, 

Rev. Henry Ford, Directors. 
Rev. Benjamin Rice, 

Capt. Joseph Rhodes, 

This is the first Society of the kind which has been formed west of 
Utica. As this is a very populous section of the country, and it is a fact as- 
certained beyond a doubt, that many thousand families are destitute of the 
Holv Scriptures, the attention of the religious public is earnestly requested 


to this infant Instivution. Donations in Bibles, or money, from Bible So- 


cieties, or individuals, in New-England and elsewhere, will be days om 
accepted, and religiously appropriated to the important use, for whi 
the Society was instituted. 
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INSTALLATION. 

On the 17th of August last, the Rev. W1itttam Hawrorp was install- 
ed over the Congregational Church and Society in Hudson, Ohio The 
Rev. Luther Humphrey made the indroductory prayet ; Rev. Giles Ht. 
Cowles delivered a sermon, from 1 Thess. ii. 4 ; Rev. Joshua Beer made 
the installing prayer ; Rev. Thomas Barr delivered the charge to the 

astor elect ; Rev. John Seward delivered the charge to the people ; Rev. 
Forse Coe gave the right-hand of fellowship, and the Rev. William 
KR. Gould made the concluding prayer. 

S44 


ORDINATION. 

Oxpatnep at Coventry, First Society, on the 20th Sept. last, the Rev. 
Cravuncey Boorn, to the work of the Gospel Ministry in that place — 
‘The parts of the ordination services were performed in the following or- 
der :—Rev. Mr. Tyler, of Andover, mace the introductory prayer; Rev. 
Mr. Bartlett, of East-Windsor, preached the sermon; Rev. Mr. Nott, of 
Franklin, made the consecrating prayer ; Rev. Dr Strong, of Norwich, 
gave the charge to the pastor ; Rev. Mr_ Rich, of Columbia, gave the 
charge to the people ; Re:. Mr. Woodruff, cf Coventry, gave the right 
hand of fellowship, and the Rev. Mr. Williams, of Mansfield, made the 
concluding prayer. 

- D+ 
OBITU ARY. 

Diep, at New-Haven, the Rev. Aaron CLEAVELAND, aged 71, 
formerly of Norwich ; he was many years a Missionary in the west- 
ern country, and was truly a worthy good man. 

At Brattleboro’ (Vt.) ALexanper ConLins, Esq. of Middletown, 
in this State, age 41 years. 

In New-York, the Rt. Rev. Samucn Paevost, D. D. Bishop of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the State of N. York, aged 73. 

In Boston, the Rev. Joun Murray, senior pastor of the first Uni- 
versal Society in that town, in the 75th year of his age. 

In Delaware, Richarp Basset, Esq. formerly Gov. of that State. 

At Enfield, on the 7th ult. the Rev. Newemran Pruppen, hav- 
ing nearly completed the 66th y--ar of his age, and the 35d year of his 
ministry. He was a hneal descendant of the venerable Peter Prudden, 
the first minister of Milford anc one of the illustrious founders of the col- 
ony of New-Haven. At the time of Mr Prudden’s settlement at Enfield, 
that town had been long rent with religious contentions ; the congregation 
which called him to the ministerial work was small, and their union was 
imperfect. Under his ministry, by the divine blessing, they have become 
a united, numerous, and prosperous people. ‘* Blessed are the peace- 
makers : for they shall ve called the children of God.” 


_- > 


Doictions to the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 


1815. 
Sept. 5. Rev. Timothy Harris, collected in new settlements, $ 2 00 

12. Rev. Nathan 3. Derrow, do. do. 13 
<ev. Luther Hamphrey, do. do. 23 

14. Female Benevolent Society, Chester, in Saybrook, 12 

16. Female Cent Society, Stepney, in Wethersfield, 40 

28, Ladies’ Cent Society in Sharcn, 99 

~9. Rev. Nathan B. Derrew, collected in new settlements, 11 . 
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